
BINARY FORM 
 
 
A (often a period)                          B 
 
II: motive x  (approx. 2 phrases)  :II~~~~~~~~~(I:HC) I---------------(I:PAC) :Il 
                                                  (trans./dev)             
 
                                         OPEN if section A                                            ROUNDED if motive x returns in  
                                          does not end on                                              original tonic key. 
                                          original tonic triad.                                           SIMPLE if it does not. 
                                        CLOSED if it does 
                                          end on original tonic. 
 
 
 
Section A terms: Closed, Open 
 
Section B terms: Rounded, Simple 
 
A may be a period or phrase group.   
If A is Open, it will usually modulate to the Dominant or Relative Major. 
 
The beginning of B is usually a phrase group that ends with a H.C. The remainder of B 
may be a phrase group or period (especially if the form is Rounded). 
 
If B is Rounded, the original motivic material must return in the original tonic key. This 
return may be a literal repetition or a clearly recognizable use of the opening motive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Binary forms: 
 
p. 63, op, simp 
p. 64, cl, simp 
p. 66, cl, rnd 
p. 140, m.1-20 op, rnd 
 m. 21-40, op, rnd 
 m. 61-80, cl, rnd 
p.143, m. 1-24, op, rnd 
 m. 25-end, op, rnd 
p. 144, m. 1-22, op, rnd 
p. 146, m. 1-80, op, rnd 
p. 165, m. 1-17, op, rnd 
p. 223, m. 1-40, op, rnd 
p. 224, m. 41-end, op, rnd 
p. 261, m. 1-69, op, rnd 
p. 305, m. 78-115, cl, rnd 
p. 311, m. 1-20, op, rnd 
p. 312, No. 6, cl, rnd 
p. 316, op, rnd (codetta) 
p. 334, m. 1-32, cl, rnd 
p. 335, m. 33-56, cl, rnd 
 


