SOCIOLOGY 302: STRATEGIES OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH

Section M01

Class hours: 8 –11am, Daily

Class Room: Grise Hall 134 

Instructor: Dr. J. Musalia

Office: Grise Hall 124

Phone: (270) 745-2399

Office Hours: MTW 11-12:00 noon; and by appointment
Email: john.musalia@wku.edu
Website: www.wku.edu/~john.musalia

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Welcome to SOCL 302, Strategies of Social Science Research. This course is designed to introduce you to the major issues in the design and execution of sociological research. We will examine broad issues in research design – the purpose of research, role of theory, causality, experiments etc – as well as issues related specifically to data collection – ethical obligation, measurement, data collection procedures among other important topics. At the end of this course, I expect students to know the why and how of social research. 

I have designed this course to achieve several goals. These include:

1. Expose you to a host of methodological techniques that you can use in conducting social research.

2. Understand the theoretical bases of choosing among various methodological approaches and note the strengths and weaknesses of each approach.

3. Understand the ethical issues that relate to social research.

I am sure you will find that this course entails an important and exciting set of debates about the role of social science in society. This course should provide you with important skills that you will find invaluable, whether you are planning to attend graduate school, join the business sector, politics, social services, marketing and countless other work opportunities.

COURSE ORGANIZATION

Most class sessions will comprise a combination of formal presentation and discussion of course materials. For each topic, I will begin by presenting material that defines the scope of the topic and I will invite your reactions to the materials that you will have read. I encourage you to participate actively throughout the course – ask questions, challenge what class members (including me) have said. Relate the material to your own experiences or if any, to your own research projects. The more we all participate, the more fun will have.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Course requirements include class attendance, class participation, completing all assigned readings, assignments and exams. 

Class Attendance: 

Attendance and participation in class discussions is essential for a good performance in the class. Although I am not going to award any points for attendance, I will, nonetheless, be taking roll every class time. 

Excessive tardiness, leaving class early or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. If you miss any class, it is your responsibility to contact other students for notes, announcements, items or handouts distributed in class during your absence. I will not rehash the class for you or provide lecture notes. In addition, in case any graded work (e.g. assignments, tests) is returned on a day you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to find your copy. I am responsible for bringing graded work back to class only on the day that the graded work for the entire class is due.

EVALUATION

You will be expected to take four (4) exams during the course of this semester. The first three tests will consist of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions. The last test will be comprehensive and will consist of multiple-choice questions only.  

The composition of final grades and grading scale are as follows

Test 1

100 points

Test 2 

100 points

Test 3

100 points

Test 4

100 points

FINAL GRADE: 

The final grade for each student will be based on the grade point average score taking into consideration class participation, class projects and the four sit-in exams. All your course work is equally weighted - meaning that a poor performance in one of the grades will certainly lower your average and final grade. 

GRADING SCALE:

Your letter grades will be assigned as follows on a percentage scale:

A  90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D  60-69    >60      F

COURSE GUIDELINES:

I am generally a friendly person, but take class matters rather seriously. Because of this, I have guidelines for the class that need to be considered carefully. Your continued attendance of this class after reading these guidelines will be considered as an agreement to abide by the guidelines.

1.
Be on time. I start and finish my classes on time. Moreover, I take roll only once - at the beginning of class. Getting to the class after the roll has been taken will NOT be considered as an attendance for purposes of this course.

2.
I do not give make-up exams except on extreme and documented emergencies. Besides, the dates for the exams are FIXED and cannot change, save for under very severe and extreme circumstances.

3.
This course is designed to be informative and the assignments and exams will be used to find out if this goal is being achieved. If for any reasons you are encountering any difficulties regarding this course or its requirements, see me immediately.

4.
All assigned readings for each class should be completed BEFORE the day’s class.

5.
Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services in DUC A-200 of the Student Success Center in Downing University Center. Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from me without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.


6.
I reserve the right to change/modify any part of this syllabus during the course of the study.

REQUIRED READING:
Babbie, Earl. 2007. The Practice of Social Research  (11th edition). Belmont, 

CA: Wadsworth.

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS

	Date
	Reading Assignment

	Day 1
	Distribution of course syllabi and general introductions

Chapter 1:  Human inquiry and Science

	Day 2
	Chapter 2:  Paradigms, Theory and Research

Chapter 4: Causation in Social Research

	Day 3 
	Chapter 4: Research Design

	Day 4
	TEST 1

Chapter 5: Conceptualization, Operationalization and Measurement

	Day 5
	Chapter 5 continues

Chapter 6: Indexes, Scales, and Typologies

	Day 6 
	Chapter 7: The Logic of Sampling

	Day 7 
	Chapter 8: Experiments

Chapter 9: Start 

	Day 8 
	Chapter 9: Survey Research

TEST 2

	Day 9
	Chapter 10: Qualitative Field Research

Chapter 11: Start

	Day 10
	Chapter 11: Unobtrusive Research 

Chapter 12: Evaluation Research

	Day 11
	Chapter 14: Quantifying Data 

Computer Lab

	Day 12
	TEST 3

Chapter 14: Start Data Analysis

	Day 13
	Chapter 14 & 16: Data Analysis

Computer Lab

How to read Bivariate/Multivariate Tables

Doing Research in Developing Countries

	Day 14
	Chapter 3: Research Ethics

Uses of Social Research 

	Day 15
	Test 4


2
4

