SOCL 100: INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY



Dr. Musalia

REVIEW SHEET FOR EXAM 3
1.  The exam will have not more than (50) questions comprised of a combination of multiple choice and True/False type questions.  

2.  The exam will consist of questions drawn from class lectures and all assigned readings.

3.  There are basically three types of questions. The questions will test your knowledge skills, definitional skills, and conceptual skills. The definition questions require simple recall of the definition of a term used in the readings or lectures. The knowledge questions are factual items that test your knowledge of the readings or lecture material. The conceptual questions test your ability to apply information learned from the readings/lecture.
Some important terms and concepts

You want to ensure that you familiarize yourself with all the key concepts that we’ve covered so far from class discussion and the Shepard text. Make sure you also read and familiarize yourselves with all the assigned readings from Cargan and Ballantine (Sociological Footprints). In your review, put emphasis (but DO NOT limit yourselves) to the following:

· Inequalities of Gender (Shepard ch.10). Understand both biological and cultural antecedents of gender. Make sure you are familiar with the various theoretical perspectives on gender (functionalism, conflict, symbolic interaction). Be familiar with sex stereotypes and gender roles and what kinds of conflicts and strain are associated with the various gender roles.  Be familiar with the various issues of gender inequality (women as a minority groups, occupational and economic inequality, sexism and sports, legal and political inequality). Have knowledge of the changes that are occurring in gender roles.  

· Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity (Shepard ch.9). Define minority. What is the significance of race and ethnicity? Be familiar with patterns of racial and ethnic relations. Read about the nature of prejudice and discrimination. What are the various theories of prejudice and discrimination? Know what institutional discrimination is. 

· Inequalities of Age (Shepard, ch.11). What is gerontocracy? Geronticide? Who are the Abkhasians? Why are they important? What is graying of America? Know what the following terms mean—age cohort, population pyramid, age structure. Why the rapid growth in the number of older Americans? What is dependency ratio and why is it important? How do the various theoretical perspectives view aging? Be familiar with the various forms of age and inequality (elderly people as a minority, economics and the elderly, politics and the elderly)
· Video on gender discrimination.
Practice Questions.

1. At the heart of the debate over explanations for persistent sex differences is

a. the nature vs. nurture controversy.

b. the culture vs. socialization controversy.

c. the innate forces vs. genetic forces controversy.

d. the gender roles vs. gender identity controversy.

e. the testosterone vs. estrogen controversy.

2. In her classic study of primitive New Guinea peoples, Mead demonstrated that gender role behavior was a consequence of

a. genetic heritage.

b. self-esteem.

c. industrialization.

d. traditional family values.

e. culture and socialization.

3. Suppose you take the position that divisions of labor based on sex have survived

   because they are beneficial and efficient for human living.  Which perspective on

   gender roles would you most likely be using?

a. functionalism

b. conflict

c. symbolic interactionism

d. phenomenology

e. social Darwinism

4. According to conflict theory, gender roles persist because

a. men and women have differential access to the resources needed to succeed outside 

    the home.

b. they are beneficial and efficient for human living.

c. gender roles are incorporated into the self-concept through role-taking and the 

   looking-glass self.

d. they are essential for human survival.

e. women are naturally more well-suited to perform certain tasks.

5. Gender role research cited by Shepard reports that

a. the groundwork for gender role socialization is begun by parents even before a child is 

    born.

b. the learning of gender roles begins around age three and is well established by the time

     the child reaches adolescence.

c. gender role preconceptions do not lead to differential treatment of boys and girls.

d. differential treatment of the young usually stops at the end of infancy.

e. females often have an extra Y chromosome.

6. Which of the following is true of the contribution of peers to gender socialization?

a. Nursery schools seem unaware of gender roles and do not encourage conformity to 

    them.

b. Teenagers who most closely fulfill gender role expectations are given the greatest 

     respect.

c. Acceptance or rejection by peers has little significance on the adolescent’s self-

     concept.

d. Boys are more concerned than girls with gender role socialization.

e. Children are often encouraged to act out the roles for the opposite sex.

7. One of the most serious indicators of economic inequality between men and women 

      in the United States is that the majority of poor families have female heads of 

     household.  Shepard refers to this situation as

a. maternal poverty.

b. female non-actualization.

c. the femininity of the poor.

d. the feminization of poverty.

e. matriarchs in need.

8. A category of people who possess distinctive physical or cultural characteristics, are 

     dominated by those with higher social status, and are denied equal treatment would be 

     called a(n)

a. dominant majority.

b. racial group.

c. ethnic group.

d. subculture.

e. minority.

9. A distinct category of people who share, or are alleged to share, biologically inherited 

     physical characteristics is known as a(n)

a. minority.

b. subculture.

c. ethnic group.

d. race.

e. none of the above.

10. Which of the following best represents the position of contemporary social scientists 

     concerning differences in intelligence among races?

a. The weight of current scientific evidence supports a connection between genetically 

    determined physical characteristics and the innate intellectual inferiority of certain  

    races.

b. Recent reports attribute existing differences in measured IQ to racial differences rather 

    than to the social environment.

c. Social scientists are now becoming more interested in biological than in social

    definitions of races.

d. Social scientists are generally afraid to tell the truth about racial differences.

e. There is no scientific evidence that races differ in their innate mental characteristics.

11. Suppose you assume that the majority uses prejudice and discrimination as weapons 

     of power in the domination of one or more subordinate minorities.  Which explanation 

     of prejudice and discrimination would you be using?

a. authoritarian personality

b. differential association

c. conflict theory 

d. symbolic interactionism

e. functionalist

12. Which of the following theoretical perspectives are matched with the concept 

     correctly in terms of their focus on prejudice and discrimination?

a. functionalism / ethnocentrism

b. conflict theory / differential power

c. symbolic interactionism / self-fulfilling prophecy

d. all of the above

e. none of the above

13. Which of the following would be most closely identified with symbolic interactionist

      perspectives on aging?

a. Ageism results in part from an oversupply of labor.

b. The young distance themselves from the elderly to avoid facing their own mortality.

c. The stigma attached to aging promotes a low self-concept among the elderly.

d. Ageism promotes harmony and stability in society.

e. Ageism exists because older workers are more expensive than younger workers.

14. The study of the social dimensions of the elderly is referred to as

a. sociology.

b. demography.

c. geriatrics.

d. social gerontology.

e. ageism.

15. The elderly are placed at the top of the social hierarchy in which type of society?

a. hunting and gathering

b. horticultural

c. agricultural

d. industrial

e. post-industrial

16. The fastest aging country in the world is

a. China.

b. Japan.

c. India.

d. the United States.

e. Sweden.

17. The “graying” of society is occurring

a. in all countries.

b. primarily in less developed countries.

c. in all highly industrialized countries.

d. primarily in the southern hemisphere.

e. primarily in Southeast Asia. 
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