
FRESHMAN SEMINAR

Fall 2002  Section 027


University College 101, M-W 9:05, Cherry Hall 17

Instructor:

Dr. John Hagaman, 109F Cherry Hall.  Office phone: 745-5760; home: 781-7077; E-mail: John.Hagaman@wku.edu. Office hours M/W: 8-9; 10:15-11:15; and 2-2:30.

Required Texts:

Feldman, Robert S. POWER Learning. 2nd ed. McGraw-Hill: St. Louis, 2003.

Albom, Mitch. Tuesdays with Morrie. Doubleday: NY. 1997.

(Information dealing with university policies/topics—hard copies of which were given to all freshmen upon moving into the dorms and sent home to commuting student--can be found on the University Home Page under the site index for “Freshman Seminar”)

Course Description:

The Freshman Seminar assists students in applying strategies for college success: developing academic skills in reading, note- taking, studying, and test taking; enhancing critical thinking and problem solving; planning and using time more efficiently; using library technology for processing and retrieving information; accessing campus resources; exploring personal interests and career choices; developing habits and communication skills to promote personal wellness.  Last day to withdraw from a semester course with a W grade: October 14.
Expectations:

.Attendance:  It is expected that you come to class each day,

with no more than one absence.  You will receive a 50-point bonus if you do.  Being absent from class more than three times will normally prevent you from receiving credit for the course.

.Participation:

    It is expected that you will participate through

    class discussion and all other assignments.

.Assignments:

    Work is due on the due date and on time unless 

    
    previously coordinated with the instructor.  There

are no make-ups for quizzes or email journals (see below).

Course Requirements:

. Email journals: A journal topic is given at the end of each

chapter of our text.  Select any 8 chapters and send me an email response to the journal questions by noon of the day on which the chapter is assigned.  Each email message should be at least 100 words; if you like, you can add questions or suggestions about the class at any time.  Late assignments cannot be accepted.

. Writing:    Four 150-250 word papers are assigned:

(1) A “pair” essay: an initial goal-setting

statement and a final self-assessment

First part due Aug 21; Second part due Dec 10

(2) A reaction/response paper to Tuesdays With Morrie.  Due by September 18.

(3) An interview with a professor, counselor, or advisor of your choice here at Western. Due by October 16.
(4) A paper describing and reviewing a campus activity such as an athletic event, a musical or play production, or a lecture, reading, or exhibit. Due by November 18.

. Reading:    Our text consists of fourteen chapters. To

encourage you to read them and reward you when you do, I will give quizzes.  The material in our text will be the topic of discussion for each class.

. Discussion: Pair up with someone else to present YOUR REACTIONS TO/IDEAS ON information or a central issue included within one of our text’s chapters OR lead us in a pertinent chapter ex-

ercise.  You’ll have approximately 20-30 minutes. This means you must read the chapter in advance and prepare with your partner out-of-class.  

Library Requirement: The Library component of the Freshman Seminar begins on with our class visit to the library on September 16.  You receive a grade from library personnel for this part of the course, worth 250 points.  It consists of visits to the Helm-Cravens Library and Kentucky Building (20%); a Current Event assignment (30%); and a Library Skills Assessment test (50%).  The assignment and test are on-line at http://uc101.wku.edu.  (See the library component information on the last four pages of this syllabus for more detail.)

Projects:
Explore a career or major of interest to you, OR a campus problem/issue of concern by using the internet, library, and interviewing.  Write up the results in a 750 word essay and share your findings with the class. Papers are due at the time of your oral report on the project (December 2 or 4).
Grades:

-Eight E-mail journals 

=    80 points

(@ 10 points apiece)
-Four writing assignments
=        260

 (@ 65 points apiece)
-14 quizzes (@ 10 points apiece) = 140
-Pair leadership              =    100

-Project                       =   170           

-Library Work            

=    250

                                  _____

TOTAL





    1000 points

(A = 90%; B = 80%; C = 70%; D = 60%)

You must be in-class on the day work is due

to receive credit

Tentative Schedule
August 19

 Introduction to the course and ourselves

August 21

 Goal Setting Essay (written in 123 CH)

____________________________

August 26


Chapter 1: “P.O.W.E.R Learning”




August 28 

Chapter 2: “Making the Most of Your Time”

___________________________

September 4

September 9

Chapter 3: “Recognizing How You Learn, Who 



You Are, and What You Value”

September 11

Tuesdays with Morrie (pp 1-99)

____________________________

September 16

Helm-Cravens Library Visit

September 18

Tuesdays with Morrie (pp. 100-192)





Reaction Paper Due

September 23

Chapter 4: “Taking Notes”

September 25

___________________________

September 30

Chapter 5: “Taking Tests”

October 2




___________________________

October 7


Kentucky Building Visit

October 9

     Chapter 6: “Building Your Reading Skills”

____________________________

October 14

Chapter 9: “Choosing Your Courses and Major”





Class Guest from the Advising Center

October 16

Interview Paper Due

_____________________________

October 21

Chapter 14: “Stress, Health, Wellness”

Class Guest: Kathryn Steward, Health Education Co-ordinator

October 23

_____________________________

October 28

Chapter 13: “Money Matters”

October 30



______________________________

November 4

Chapter 7: “Writing and Speaking”

November 6

Class visit to the Career Center, 210 Cravens—Mrs. Carol White
______________________________

November 11

Chapter 8: “Memory”





Identification of Project focus

November 13



______________________________

November 18

Chapter 11: “Decisions--Right for You”





Campus Event Paper Due

November 20



_______________________________

November 25

Chapter 12: “Getting Along with Others”
November 27

Thanksgiving Holiday—No class



_______________________________

December 2

Projects: Oral reports





Rd (no disc): Chapter 10 “Technology”

December 4

Projects: Oral reports

______________________________

December 10

Final Written Assessment of Self and of the Course: in CH 123




     8-10 am



