English 300

Fall, 2002

Introductory Essay

To be Written on August 21 in CH 123
(Worth 100 points)


This first essay gives you the chance to introduce yourself as a writer to me and to other members of the class.  It asks you to describe your strengths and needs as a writer, based on the writing you have done to date, and asks you to look ahead and set goals for yourself.


To help you develop and substantiate your claims about yourself, I suggest you support your statements by referring to specific papers you have written and remember.  Information such as subject, class, when the paper was written, your reactions to it and those of your readers would be pertinent to include.  In addition, please include a copy of one of your papers that you discuss in some detail within your essay.


Advice: I suggest that you read through several of your previous papers, rereading the instructor’s comments and considering the rationale behind the grade you received.  Consider the paper in terms of such things as its clarity (for the audience intended), its insight, organization, development of idea, reflection of an authentic voice, and correctness.  You may want to mark sections that will help you make your points and refer to them (paraphrase? quote if short?) in your introductory essay. Then select one paper that represents you fairly (perhaps it would help to have a roommate or friend read your paper and give you his/her reaction) and attach it to your introductory essay. 

A Strong Essay Will Probably
--Make clear what you see as your strengths and needs as writer

--Support and develop your assertions with insightful statements

--Be organized

--Reflect your own voice

--Demonstrate control of basic writing skills

English 300

Fall, 2002

Argumentative Synthesis Essay

Due on September 11: Original and Two Copies


A synthesis essay is one that draws on two or more sources to make a persuasive case for a claim (a claim = a thesis which argues a particular point or position) that is important to the writer.  This claim is one about which “reasonable people could disagree.  It is a claim about which--given the right arguments--your audience might be persuaded to agree with your position” (Behrens and Rosen 128).  Your strategy is “to find and use convincing support for your claim” (128).

____________________________________________________________________________


Where are you going to find such a claim and sources to support it?

______________________________________________________________________________


.Consider the seven essays we’ve read and discussed in class.  Do any of the issues they raise suggest a position you’d like to argue for or against?  If so, state your thesis and refer to one of the articles in your paper and locate another up-to-date source to mention, perhaps through a reliable internet site, as a means of supporting our thesis.  Direct quotes or short summaries of the sources would both work.


.Consider the six articles dealing with the “The Wal-Mart Controversy” on pp 134-46 of our text and take a stand on Wal-Mart.  Refer to at least two of the articles to make your position persuasive.

.Consider any issue of importance to you today--one on campus, in our state--national--world news, or elsewhere and write an essay in which you make a claim  (= state a position).  Locate two reliable sources to refer to in the body of your essay as a means of persuading your readers.

Regardless of option, consider that in addition to the logical approach to argument that citing sources exemplifies, two other approaches to use are (1) a credible, trust-worthy persona/voice and (2) an effective emotional argument.  Please include a Works Cited page that provides information about the sources used: author, title, type of publication, date, year, publisher and city, and page numbers.

Please see the attached sheet for more advice in the form of questions. 
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Suggestions for Writing/Reading the Synthesis Essays

Consider some of the following questions.

_________________________________

1.  Somewhere in the introduction to the paper, is there a thesis statement, one that states a claim or opinion “about which reasonable people could disagree” (our text, p 128)?  If not, try to brainstorm ways the thesis might be made more argumentative.

2.  Discuss the organizational plan that the essay uses to support its thesis (or claim).  What is the order?   How effective is it in making a good case for the thesis?  Do you think some alternate order would be even more effective?  Can you think of some section that might be missing that would strengthen the overall effect of the plan?  What might it be?

3.  Does the essay move smoothly from one section to another?  If not, can you formulate some transitional devices that might help the essay?

4.  How persuasive is each point made to support the thesis/claim?  Is each developed in enough detail to convince the reader?  If not, how could you make the sections more persuasive?

5.  Has the essay referred to two outside sources to help make its points?  Do any paraphrases or quotations fit in well?  Is material documented properly in the essay body and/or in a reference section?

6.  Do any mechanical problems (spelling, punctuation, agreement, usage) or confusing sentences leap out?  If so, suggest corrections!

