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A WIDE CIRCLE of readers will welcome a recent issue of the col-
lected essays of Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.,! The series consists of
essays contributed to various magazines during the thirty-five years
ending 1899, and includes a wide range of subjects from geology to
the future life. There are six papers on earth studies, and others
dealing with descriptive zoology, plant and animal distribution, the
theory of evolution, anthropology, education, politics, economics,
ethics and sociology.

In all this range of topics there is the treatment of a scholar with
wide interests and sane ideas, simple, incisive and convincing in state-
ment, and eminently fair and generous in criticism of opponents. All
the essays have been revised, and stand as the author’s present point
of view in the various problems treated.

In the first essay, on Inaccessible Valleys, the author shows himself
a loyal follower of Lyell, and stands out against Professor J. D. Whit-
ney and other recent supporters of cataclysmic origin for certain
valleys. The problem of the Cox and Grose valleys in N. 8. Wales,
he properly interprets. It would now be a simple problem to a trained
physiographer—a case of an inner lowland, with canyon across the
cuesta, paralleled somewhat broadly, in Texas by the Upper Pecos.

In the chapters on Evolution, the author has modestly refrained
from any mention of his own part in the establishment of the theory
of Natural Selection, and supports and interprets Darwin. He sides
with Weismann in the disbelief in the inheritance of acquired char-
acters. He is, of course, against Lamarck and on the side of Darwin
in his appreciation of indefinite, spontaneous variation, and the reten-
tion of useful characters in the origin of specific differences.

Dr. Wallace shows with ample illustration, good ground for his
belief in a Caucasian origin for Polynesians, thus running counter
to Quatrefages.

In his papers touching social matters, the author is as vigorous as
ever in his defence of the nationalization of land, and is a warm advo-
cate of Mr. Bellamy as to a possible future organization of society,
where ‘‘ equality of opportunity " will be the chief maxim.?

1 Studies, Scientific and Social. By ALFRED RUsSEL WaLLaceE. Two volumes,
12mo, pp. xv, 532and viii, 535. Price, $5.00. New York: The Macmillan Company,

1g01.
2Contributed by Dr. J. Paul Goode.
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