
Health care bill \^dll
harm student loans

Kudos to Rep. Bretr cutirie
for his insrshtful conmentaN iD
Saturday s paper.

Alriouqh access to hish ouah-
ty nealth carc for all Ame-ric;ns is
an adnirable aspirarion, we also
have an equally inherent obliga-
tion ro future g€nerarions to be
nscary responsrble.

While I am in basic ase€ment
wjrh l s ovelal argunreit, rhjs js
the particular passage that caugbr
my attention:'

"So the federal sovernmenr
i\.ill no\r be taking 

-the 
money

students pay in inrercst and fees
on their snrdent loan debt a,d
using it lo tund this bill, insread
of taking rhe lower interest Iale
the govemment is given and
passng those savings on to the
students to helD make colleee
more affor&blel'

ffindeed rhis is the ptan;i.e., !o
use the "Fofits" ftom a subsi-
died student loan D.osram
directly adninistered by rhtfed-
eral golemmerr ro help fund
health msurance for funericans
rvho cannot afford to Dai their
peniunrs, then ttris is- iothiag
mole tian a Aansitory solution to
a morc psmanent otoblem.

Edu;iion is abiolutety tulda,
mental.ro rry long-tenn strategy
ror actue\Tg and 

-sustafung eco
nonxc prospenry ior more Amer

The jobs of rhe future wiu
requEe higher levels of educa-
tional attairunent. Everyone will
not need to attend a four-year col-
lege or univemiiy, but most peo
ple wil need ro eriend tbet edu
cahon beyond high school.

lncreases in college hilion
nave outpaced con€spording
mcreases in personal income for
lhe past few decades. As a result,
it has become much more chat,
lenging for studenrs from less
affluent families to pa_rticipate in
postsecondar"y educttion. 

_

The only beneficiaries of rhe
sa!'lngs rcalized by dhct admin-
isrraxion of the f€derai student
loan prcgram shorild be the sru-
clenls who desperarely nged these

The soonef we set bevond the
"rob Peter to pay -Paul""philoso-

phy espoused by some of our leg-
$latolr, tie bener off we will atl
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