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‘Edge of Creau(m

T he Umverse is asymmetnc

and I am persuader.l that life,
as it is known to us, is a direct .
Tesult of the asymmetry. of the
Universe or of 1ts mdxrect conse-

quences.”
This quote by Louis Pasteur
opens “A 'Tear at the Edge of Cre-

ation: A Radical New Vision for '

Life. in an Imperfect Universe,”
the most recent book. by Marcelo.
Gleiser.

The scope of “A Tear at the -

Edge of Creation” is. all-encom-
passing, as well as deeply person-

al. Gleiser wrestles with some of -
* the most profound and fundamen-
tal questions we all face aghuman = |

beings: Where did the. universe
come from? Why are we here?

"What is our destiny?

He attempts' to answey these
and. many ‘others from both a
macrocosmic as well as a micro-

* cosmic perspective. In large mea-
sure he succeeds, although your -
individual assessment of the effi- -
cacy of his work will depend, to a -
large extent, on your  individual ‘

belief system.
Gleiser is a fellow of the Amer—
ican Physical Society and a recip-

- ient "of the Presidential Fellow -
Award from the White House and

the National Sciénce Foundation;

his previous books, include “The:
Dancing Universe: From Creation -
Myths to the Big Bang” and “The
. Prophet and the Astronomer: A -
Scientific Journey to the End of :

Time.”

Gleiser is the Appleton Profes-
sor of Natural Philosophy and a
professor of physics and astrono-

my at Dartmouth College. .
- " As alluded to previously, the -
- Matter. The Universe happened
on its own, a bubble of space that -
“brrst into existence from a sea of
+nothingness.”

author writes on’several ‘different

Iévels.-At one moment, he can be -
-contemplatm g the pure ‘mathemat-
-ics” on which quantum theory is

built. In the very next passage, he
is relating what those. equations
mean in a very. mtrospectwe and

~ intimate way.

“We may not be the ; mcasure of
all things but we are the only

things that can mieasure,” e he~
‘notes.

Gleiser has an almost uncanny
ability to express, himself using
language that is memorable as
well as slightly off the beaten Lit-
erary track, especially:for authors
who have tackled this subJect mat-
ter in the past.

“Creation. is a- loaded Word It
means very differesit things to dif-
ferent people,” Gleiser obsetves

“in chapter- 16, “From Cieation
. Myths to the. Quantum A Brief .
. History.” “There is ‘something
“deeply intimidating about a' time
+ before humans, before life itself, a

time beyond our control, lostin a
past where no Earth or Sun exist-
ed, a time before stars.”

Witness how he descnbes the

: Big bang: theory

““Suddenly, a tremblmg, :

- vibration, an ordering began. leé

toiling waves, ‘space. shuddered
and swelled. What was near
becaime (far. ‘What - was now
became past. This is the creation.
story of our generation. The Holy

k!

“A Tear at the Edg' of Creation: A Radical New Vision Jor Life in
~an Imperfect Universe,” by Marcelo Gleiser New York: Free Press,
. ' 2010. 283 pages, $25.

Txirﬁty here is Space, Tlme ‘and

In a kind of confessxonal story-

'-telhng style, Gleiser interjects

intriguing anecdotes throughout

‘the book that serve to personalize

his argument and strengthen the
connectior between scientific

-inquiry and everyday life.

“When I was a boy, I was terri-
fied of the dark.” Gleiser writes.
“What the eyes couldn’t see, the
mind would invent. The night-
light at the foot of my bed only

- made things worse, its pale green
flicker animating the dance of the
-wooden shapes.” Like a hiiman

ostrich, 1 would bury myself
-under the covers'and put a pillow
over my head; hoping that if T
couldn’t see ‘the shadow- -beings,
“they couldn’t see me either.”
The significance of those child-
hood experiences ~ which many
of us shared in our youth —
becomes more - apparent. as you
delve deeper into the book.” :
“A Tear at the Edge of Cre-
ation” consists of 56 relatively
short chapters arranged in four
major sections. At the conclusion
of the main text are nine pages of

chapter notes, and four pages of

references. You may not agrec

‘with his primary thesis, but it is

hatd to deny that he does an out-
standing job of making his case.

By the way, the divergence
between symmetry and asymme- -
try, which was mentioned in the

‘quote” at the beginning of this

review; turns out to be a pivotal
cohicept in the book; its relevance
becomes more apparent the fur- .
ther you delve into Gleiser’s
1deas

In the fmal analy31s Gleiser is
guardedly optimistic - about . our
prospects. :

“After five millennia of intense

searching and hoping for some
kind of ultimate explanation. for
everything, religious or scientific,
we must move on,” he concludes
in the final chapter “A New
Directive for Humanity.”
. “We have a chance to change
the course of things and salvage
the world we grew up loving,” he . _
adds. “We should not be gambling -
with otir.children’s future.”

“A Tear at the Edge of Cre-

-ation” is a good book; it will be

especially - interesting  and
thought-provoking to anyone who
is at one of those fimes in life
when we find ourselves wonder-
ing what it all means. Gleiser
doesn’t necessarily provide all the
answers, but he does give us a lot
to ponder late at night when we
are alone with our thoughts. .

+— Reviewed by Aaron W
Hughey, Department of Counsel-
ing and Student Affairs, Westerry

Kentucky Universiry.
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