Affirmative action is st111

needed in our society -

As reported in Sunday’s Daily News, the
Supreme Court is set to consider its first affir-
mative action case since 2003,

Abigail Fisher, who is white, was denied
admission to the Umver31ty of Texas at Austin
in 2008. She contends she would have been
admitted had the institution not used a

“quota” system-that gave preference to-appli-
cants from underrepresented groups.

A lot of people are missing the point about.
affirmative action;, which has more to do with
socioeconomic status than race or ethnicity.
Individuals' who have been raised in relative-
ly wealthy families have tremendous, advan-
tages over those who were not. This'competi-
tive edge manifests itself in a number of tan-
gible ways, including access to higher educa-
tion.

The link between socioeconomic status and
standardized test scores is exceptionally well-
documented. Students from more affluent
families consmtently score highér on the ACT
and SAT. And since African-Americans and
Hispanics continue to be more heavﬂy repre-
sented in the lower socioeconomic classes,
their access to higher education is dlspropor-
tlonately affected when these tests become the
pnmary criterion in college admissions deci-
sions. -~
StandardiZed test scores, when not consid-

ered within the context of factors such as

‘background and family environment, perpet-
uate institutional racism; i.e., they creaté an
artificial deficiency in.the pool of “qualified”

African-Americans and Hispanics.

- iLet me be very clear. It is morally and eth-
ically wrong to deny someone admission to
college based onpredictors that are inherent-

~ly biased against less fortunate applicants.

ACT and SAT scores are only ‘meaningful if

socioeconomic - status is als6 taken into

account when they are interpreted.

The bottom line is that racism is ‘alive and
well in the United States. As'a consequence,
we will continue to need ‘affirmative action
until everyone is truly judged solely by the
content of their character, .

Sadly, we are not there yet.
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