
February 2, 2016 
Caitlin Simpson 
Director, RISA Program 
NOAA Climate Program Office 
315 East-West Highway, Building SSMC-3 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Caitlin, 

I have spoken with Rezaul Mahmood concerning his submission of a RISA proposal 
that would include Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio, and Indiana. I strongly support his 
initiative and if his proposal is selected, SCIPP would be willing to transfer Tennessee to 
his region. 

As you know, SCIPP is by far the largest area of any of the RISA teams. As was 
discussed at the last SCIPP annual advisory committee meeting, because of its 
distance from both Norman and Baton Rouge, it is difficult for us to have substantial 
direct interaction with stakeholders in Tennessee.  Those stakeholders would be better 
served by another RISA team in closer proximity to them, particularly with Vanderbilt as 
part of their proposed team. Furthermore, Tennessee has more in common with the 
focus of the proposed new RISA on climate, water, energy and transportation. 

SCIPP will continue to include Tennessee in any new products and tools we develop, as 
we try to make these tools cover the entire service area of our Southern Regional 
Climate Center partner. This also presents opportunities for cross-RISA projects in 
Tennessee and an ability to study diffusion of information across institutional providers. 

I have worked with Rezaul for many years and know that he is an excellent researcher 
and understands the challenges of providing climate services and stakeholder 
engagement. I am confident that he will assemble a strong team that will quite capably 
be able to address the concerns and needs of stakeholders in Tennessee. 

Please let me know if you have any concerns or wish to discuss this with me or the 
SCIPP team. 

Sincerely. 

 
Mark Shafer 
Director, SCIPP 
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February 2, 2016 
 
Dr. Rezaul Mahmood, Professor 
Department of Geography and Geology 
Associate Director, Kentucky Climate Center and KY-Mesonet Project 
Co-Director, WKU-High Performance Computing Center 
Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
 
Dear Dr. Mahmood: 
 
 I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for you and your colleagues on your proposal 
Midwest Climate, Water, Energy, and Transportation (MCWET) Consortium for Regional 
Integrated Sciences and Assessment (RISA) being submitted to NOAA’s Climate Program Office. 
We look forward to continuing to work with you and your team if this project is funded.  As the 
Director of the National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC), I have had multiple opportunities to 
interact and work with you and your MCWET Consortium colleagues over the years and I appreciate 
the significant contributions you especially have made on multiple climate-related projects and 
research, and especially those dealing with drought. 
 
 The Midwest is a key region when considering the climate-water-energy-transportation nexus 
highlighted by your proposal.  Climate extremes occurring within the region, including droughts and 
floods, will certainly have global implications in the future.  Because droughts and extreme climate 
events will continue to impact society, and because of preparing and responding to these events is 
complex, partnerships will be especially important.  The NDMC looks forward to partnering with the 
MCWET Consortium on a variety of projects (continued participation on the weekly U.S. Drought 
Monitor assessment, for example) and stakeholder interactions.  The NDMC can also assist, given our 
wide variety of networks and audiences, on the transferability and dissemination of some of your 
results that might be relevant beyond the U.S. Midwest.  In addition, I would also be honored to serve 
on a MCWET Consortium Advisory Committee.   
 
 I look forward to hearing whether this extremely valuable project receives the funding you have 
requested.  If you have any additional questions for me, please feel free to contact me at (402) 472-
4271 or “mhayes2@unl.edu”. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael J. Hayes, Ph.D. 
Director, National Drought Mitigation Center 
Professor, School of Natural Resources 

SCHOOL OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
National Drought Mitigation Center 

 



              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 February 2016  
 
Rezaul Mahmood PhD. 
Professor, Dept. of Geography and Geology 
Associate Director, Kentucky Climate Center 
Associate Director, KY-Mesonet Project 
Co-Director, WKU-High Performance Computing Center  
Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
 

Dear Rezaul, 

The RISA proposal from the Midwest Climate, Water, Energy, and Transportation Consortium 
(MCWET) has my strong support. The MCWET program will be a great resource for climate 
adaptation planning and action in Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana, also for other states 
within the spatial domain of the Department of the Interior’s Southeast Climate Science Center.   
 
Both of the proposed MCWET program goals match priorities of the SECSC.  Societal response 
to climate extremes is a challenge throughout the Southeast, and the proposed focus on 
effective decisionmaking in water resource management, in particular, is something that will be 
very helpful to the Landscape Conservation Cooperatives.  I am excited and supportive of your 
proposed emphasis on alternatives to the “loading dock” model of science communication.  As 
the Climate Science Centers explore how to involve decisionmakers and stakeholders in a co-
production science model, we need additional, research based understanding about how 
communication approaches help or hinder co-production. 
 
As the Director of the USGS Southeast Climate Science Center, I am looking forward to 
collaboration with the MCWET program. Best wishes for success with your proposal. 

 

 
 
Gerard McMahon, Ph.D. 
Director, Southeast Climate Science Center 

Southeast Climate Science Center 
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February 11, 2016 
 
 

Janey Smith Camp, PhD, PE, GISP 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
and Vanderbilt Institute for Energy and Environment 
Vanderbilt University  
2301 Vanderbilt Place 
VU Station B #351831 
Nashville, TN 37235-1831 
 
 
Subject:  RISA proposal, Midwest Climate, Water, and Energy Consortium 
 
Dear Dr. Camp: 
 
I am writing in support of the proposed Midwest Consortium project to improve the information and tools 
available to resource managers and the public regarding the climate-water-energy nexus in our region.  The 
Nature Conservancy’s Global Conservation Agenda through 2020 prioritizes strategic actions aimed at 
transforming the narrative on climate change from one of threat to opportunity and incorporating nature-based 
solutions into global adaptation strategies.   
 
Our Tennessee business unit and our Conservancy colleagues across the Midwest have been active participants in 
a variety of collaborative efforts to increase our understanding of the water management challenges facing our 
region in the coming decades.  We have identified addressing our water management infrastructure in the region 
as a focal area for our work with state and federal agency partners due to the economic significance of these 
systems as well as the opportunities to improve the ecological health of our major river basins. 
 
Our organization also has a keen interest in utilizing the data available from stakeholder engagement studies to 
improve how we communicate about climate challenges to key constituencies and political leaders.  In 2015 the 
Conservancy launched a 50-State Climate Strategy with three major pillars:  climate and clean energy policy; 
biosequestration and clean energy; and communications, outreach and education.  In Tennessee, we have 
identified opinion research and message development as one of our operating unit’s contributions to the 
Conservancy’s 50-State strategy. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for this RISA proposal. We look forward to engaging with 
you and the research team as local stakeholders as the project moves ahead in the coming months. 
 
Best regards, 

 
 
Sally Palmer 
Director of Science 
The Nature Conservancy, Tennessee 









TWO VICTORY AVENUE SUITE 300 NASHVILLE, TN 37213 615.837.1151

February 12, 2016 

Janey Smith Camp, PhD, PE, GISP
Research Assistant Professor
Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Vanderbilt Institute for Energy and Environment 
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN 

Dear Dr. Camp,

The Cumberland River Compact is pleased to provide a letter of support for your proposal to the NOAA 
Regional Integrated Science Assessment center. The Compact is a nonprofit that is dedicated to the health 
of the Cumberland River Basin, with its 18,000 square miles of watershed and 2.5 million people.  As 
such, we are keenly aware of the importance of the critical relationships of climate, water, energy, and 
transportation. The hydrologic cycle is profoundly impacted by our changing climate conditions. We have 
been actively engaged in risk assessment and climate adaptation planning and implementation in the 
region, including a climate adaptation plan developed by the Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization for the 7-county region of Middle Tennessee. The Compact is a co-leader of the Climate 
Solutions University program that facilitated their adaptation planning process in 2015.  We will continue 
to collaborate with the MPO in implementation of their adaptation strategies and your project can bring a 
helpful boost to that work.  

The collaborative project that you are proposing involving Vanderbilt University, Western Kentucky
University and The Ohio State University will prove highly valuable to the quest for greater climate 
resilience for our region. Deeper and more localized science and engineering information, downscaled 
climate projections, and more effective communication tools will be extremely helpful to advance the 
goals of climate resilience in our Basin and beyond. The extreme variability of weather from severe 
flooding to severe drought and back again are already creating very challenging hurdles for proactive 
adaptive responses. Looking forward, your research and development of analytical tools to inform 
decision making will lead to more resilient choices for land use, energy production, transportation, and 
water resource management for the region. 

The Compact will be particularly interested in participating and supporting the translation of your project 
findings and tools into education and outreach for leaders, landowners, and citizens in local governments, 
resource management agencies, businesses, and schools. We will also look to your results to help inform 
out watershed restoration projects that include ambitious goals for restoring free flowing healthy streams, 
hazard mitigation planning, and greater efficiency at the water-energy nexus. For example, our programs 
to maximize tree canopy, riparian restoration, and rainfall infiltration directly benefit stable base flow in
our streams for resilience in the face of drought. Your project will improve how we prioritize and 
implement our projects as well as build more public support for wise land use and watershed resilience 
efforts.  

Sincerely,

Gwen Griffith, DVM, MS
Program Director





Lower Mississippi – Gulf Water Science Center
Suite 100, 640 Grassmere Park

Nashville, Tennessee 37211

February 9, 2016
Janey Smith Camp, PhD, PE, GISP
Research Assistant Professor
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
And Vanderbilt Institute for Energy and Environment
Vanderbilt University
2301 Vanderbilt Place
Nashville, TN 37235-1831

Dear Dr. Camp:

The Tennessee office, Lower Mississippi – Gulf (LMG) Water Science Center of the U.S. Geological 
Survey supports the RISA proposal for the Midwest Climate, Water, and Energy Consortium (MCWEC).
Climate variability, frequency of extreme hydrologic events, and the impact on communities and critical 
infrastructure are important topics.  The objectives as described in the proposal are;

to understand extreme climate conditions (e. g., drought, extreme temperature and precipitation 
events) as they affect the water-energy nexus and the scenarios of possible societal response at a 
regional level, and 
to develop effective tools that make the science understandable to decision makers, policy 
makers, and the general public.

The objectives complement ongoing research in the LMG and will help provide a better understanding of 
potential changes in the magnitude and the spatial and temporal distributions of extreme hydrologic 
events due to climate change. Hydrologists in the LMG are conducting research on water-quality in the 
Mississippi River and have monitored flood events in 2010, 2011, and 2016.  Information provided 
through the proposed investigation will provide a better understanding of the effects of climate change on 
the critical surface-water and groundwater resources in the LMG area. 

The staff at the Lower Mississippi-Gulf Water Science Center looks forward to collaborating with you on 
this critical research. Please feel free to contact me by email mbradley@usgs.gov or by phone at 615-
837-4700, if we can provide any additional information.

Sincerely,

Michael Bradley
Assistant Director 
for Water Availability Studies

Sincerely,

Michael BrBBBBBBBBBBBBB adleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
Assistant DiDiDiDiDiDiDiDiDiDiDiDiDiiDiiiDiiiDiiiiiDiDiDiiiDiDiDiDiiDiDiDiiiDiDiDDiiDDDDDDDDDDD rector
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Compass Resource Management Ltd. 
210 – 111 Water St. 

Vancouver, B.C.  V6B 1A7 Canada 
Phone: 604-641-2875 

www.compassrm.com 
Date: February 13, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 
  

I am writing to express my support for, and to confirm my collaboration on, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments (RISA) 
Program proposal on integrated decision support for users of climate information in the Ohio River 
Valley.  

As an associate at Compass, I specialize in risk and decision analysis, stakeholder engagement, 
expert elicitation, and decision support tool development, particularly related to environmental 
management, climate change, and emerging technologies. My role in the current research will 
involve support on the design and development of online Decision Support Tools (DSTs) to provide 
users relevant climate information, to engage trade-offs effectively, and to improve the overall 
quality of the region’s decision making  

I support the work proposed in this project as a means of achieving the goals stated above, and I 
commit my support to this project by assisting the researchers in the development of interactive 
online Decision Support Tools. 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Christian Beaudrie 
Associate, Compass Resource Management Ltd. 

 


