From Contribution to the Critique
of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law.
Introduction

Karl Marx

The criticism of religion is the premise of all
criticism,

Man, who looked for a superhuman
being in the fantastic reality of heaven
and found nothing there but the reflection
of himself, will no longer be disposed to
find but the semblance of himself, only an
inhuman being, where he seeks and must
seek his true reality,

The basis of irreligious criticism is: Man
mahes religion, religion does not make man,
Religion is the self-consciousness and self-
esteem of man who has either not yet
found himself or has already lost himself
again. But man is no abstract being en-
camped outside the world. Man is the world
of man, the state, society. This state, this so-
ciety, produce religion, an inverted world-
consciousness, because they are an inverted
world. Religion is the general theory of that
world, its encyclopaedic compendium, its
logic in a popular form, its spiritualistic
point d'honneur, its enthusiasm, its moral
sanction, its solemn complement, its uni-
versal source of consolation and justifica-
tion. It is the fantastic reglisation of the

human essence because the human essence
has no true reality. The struggle against re-
ligion is therefore indirectly a fight against
the world of which religion is the spiritual
aroma.

Religious distress is at the same time
the expression of real distress and also the
protest against real distress. Religion is the
sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart
of a heartless world, just as it is the spirit
of spiritless conditions. It is the opium of
the people.

To abolish religion as the illusory hap-
piness of the people is to demand thejr
réal happiness. The demand to give up il-
lusions about the existing state of affairs
is the demand to give up a state of affairs
which needs illusions, The criticism of reli-
gion is therefore in embryo the criticism of
the value of tears, the halo of which is re-
ligion.

Criticism has torn up the imaginary
flowers from the chain not so that man
shall wear the unadorned, bleak chain but
so that he will shake off the chain and
Pluck the living flower. The criticism of
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religion disillusions man to make him
think and act and shape his reality like a
man who has been disillusioned and has
come to reason, so that he will revolve
round himself and therefore round his
true sun. Religion is only the illusory sun
which revolves round man as long as he
does not revolve round himself.

The task of history, therefore, once the
world beyond the truth has disappeared, is to

establish the truth of this world. The imme-
diate task of philosophy, which is at the serv-
ice of history, once the holy form of human
seif-estrangement has been unmasked, is
to unmask self-estrangement in its unholy
forms, Thus the criticism of heaven turns
into the criticism of the earth, the criticism
of religion into the criticism of law and the
criticism of theology into the criticism of
politics.




