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HOW MEN HAVE (A) SEX

JOIHN STOLTENBLERG

An address o college students

tn the luanan species, how many sexes are Hiere?
Answer A: There are fwo sexes.

Answer B: There are three sexes.

Answer C: There are four sexes.

Answer D: There are seven sexes.

Answer E: There are as niany sexes as there are people.

‘d like to take you, in an imaginary way, to look at a different Eﬁ:_p.r
somewhere else in the universe, a place inhabited by a life moa:.,_ that very
much resembles us. But these creatures grow up with-a peculiar knowl-
edge. They know that they have been born in an infinite a...wlm@. They _.n::?
for instance, that in their genetic material they are born with hundreds of dif-
ferent chromosome formations at the point in each cell that we would say
détermines their “sex.” These creatures don't just come in xv.A or x,_s __:m./_H
also come in XXY and XYY and XXX plus a long list of * mosaic” variations
in which some cells in a creature’s body have one combination and other
cells have another. Some of these creatures are born with chromosomes that
aren’t even quiite X ar Y because a little bit of one n_:oE.Omc_..:m poes and gels
joined to ancther. There are hundreds of different no:.&_zmro:w m:.ﬁ though
all are not fertile, quile a number of them are. The creatures in ::m_ «w,,.:,__r_
enjoy their individuality; they delight in the fact that Em% are not _r:..;v_r,ﬂ,m
inlo distinct categories. So when another newborn m::_.mm,s__:‘_\ an mmcF_:-
cally rare chromosomal formation, there mm:m_ little celebration: “Aha,” they
say, “another sign that we are each unique. o
These creatures also live with the knowledge that they arc born with a
vast range of genilal formations. Between their legs are tissue structures ﬁ,_#i
vary along a continuum, from clitorises with a vulva through all possible
combinations and gradations to penises with a scrotal sac. These creatures
{ive with an understanding that their genitals all developed _u_,w:mwm:w. from
exactly the same little nub of embryonic tissue nm:m&.m genilal tubercle,
which grew and developed under the influence of varying amnounts of the
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hormone androgen. These creatures honor and respect everyone's nalural-
born genitalia—including what we would describe as a microphallus or a
cliloris several inches long. What these creatures find amazing and precious
is that because everyone’s genitals stem from the same embryonic tissue, the
nerves inside all their genitals got wired very much alike, 5o lhese nerves of
touch just go crazy upon contact in a way that resonates completely between
them. “My gosh,” they think, “you must feel something in your genital
tubercle thal intensely resembles what I'm feeling in my genital tubercle.”
Well, they don’t exactly think that in so many words; they’re actually quite
heavy inlo their feelings at that point; but they do feel very connected—
throughout all their wondrous variety.

Feould go on. Tcould tell you about the variely of horinones that course
through their bodies in countless different patterns and proportions, both
before birth and throughout their lives—the hormones that ywe call “sex hor-
mones” but that they call "individuality inducers.” [ could tell you how
these creatures think about reproduction: For part of their lives, sume of
them are quite capable of gestation, delivery, and lactation; and for part of
their lives, some of them are quile capable of inseminalion; and for part or
all of their lives, some of them are not capable of any of those things—so
(hese creatures conclude that il would be silly to lock anyone into a lifelong
category based on a capability variable that may or may not be utilized and
that in any case changes over each lifetime in a fairly uncertain and idiosyn-
cratic way. These creatures are not oblivious Lo reproduction; but nor do they
spend their lives constructing a self-definition around their variable repro-
ductive capacities. They don’t have to, because what is iruly unigue about
these creatures is that they are capable of having a sense of personal identity
without struggling to fit inlo a group tdentity based on how they were born.
These crealures are quite happy, actually. They don’l worry about sorting
other crealures into categories, so they don’t have to worry about whether
they are measuring up to some category they themselves are supposed to
belong to.

These creatures, of course, have sex. Rolling and rollicking and robust
sex, and swealy and slippery and sticky sex, and lrembling and quaking and
Lumultuous sex, and tender and tingling and transcendent sex. They have sex
fingers to fingers. They have sex belly to belly. They have sex genital tubercle
to genital tubercle. They have sex. They do not have a sex. In their erotic iives,
they are not required to act out their status in a category system—because
there is no calegory system. There are no sexes to belong to, so sex between
creatures is free to be between genuine individuals—not representatives of a
category. They have sex, They do not have a sex. Imagine life like that.

'erhaps you have guessed the point of this science fiction: Anatomically,
cach creature in the imaginary world 1 have been describing could be an
identical twin of every human being on earth. These creatures, in fact, are
us—in every way except socially and politically. The way they are born is the
way we are born. And we are not born belonging to one or the other of two
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sexes. We are born into a physiological 8:::413 on EEnT there ﬁ__m “:M.Q“N
crete and definite point that you can call “male” and no a._mn_,mﬁ an ﬁﬁ muwmﬂm_
point that you can call “female.” If you look at w: the wmnmEmm in :m:E.M that
are said to determine human “sex,” you can’t possibly ::a_cﬂm, Hm i
unequivocally split the species into :cuo. Each of the mc-nm_.mﬁc_ﬁ,_ .rM::m_
sexedness is itself a continuum—including n.r.noq:om.oam_. cm:m, mM: g il
and gonadal variations, reproductive capacities, m:ao.n::c_omm:_um mqwmﬂm?
tions, and any other criterion you could think of. Any or all HM ”:wmm _“mc_mm
ent variables may line up in any scnd_uma of ways, and all of the va :
i ently of one another. ,
Emﬁ«ﬂw %MM@MM-M_:E mem:m. It means, first of all, a logical &_m.:;:dw._ m:%.@.
human “male’” and human “female” actually mmwmw in .:m::.m as D.x.mm m:a, i5-
crete entities and you can credibly base an entire mo,n_m, and ﬁo::n,& mﬁim_ﬁ
on those absotute natural categories, or else the variety of human sexedness
is infinite. As Andrea Dworkin wrote in 1974:

The discovery is, of course, that “man” and “woman” are :nzcﬂ_,_..,w n.m,:-
catures, cultusral constructs. As models they are nmn_:QE.P ﬁmﬂ.m i mz,n_f
inappropriate to human becoming. As roles they mnm static, demeaning
to the female, dead-ended for male and female both.

The conclusion is inescapable:

We are, clearly, a multisexed species which has its sexuality spread m_mdm
a vast continuum where the elements called male and female are not dis-
crete?
“We are .. . a multisexed species.” | first read M?Omm_,ﬂoam a litlie over ten
% iberating recognition saved tmy life.
v:raﬂmﬂﬁm.ﬂ%%ﬂm”mBihm :?m_ knew that there was mo.Em.:::m really
problematical in my relationship to manhood. Inside, a.mmﬁ inside, *_J_mcmmq
believed | was fully male—{ never believed I was growing up enoug ﬂ_ﬂ a
man. [ believed that someplace out there, in other men, there Emm, mﬂﬂmﬂmﬂc:“_m
that was genuine authentic all-American manhood—the Hmw__ stuff— ME
didn’t have it: not enough of it to convince me anyway, even if1 Em:mmmw _
be fairly convincing to those around me, I felt like an _:._ﬁOmS._w ___S_m m_ mﬁz
agonized a lot about not feeling male enough, and [ had no idea then hc
£ alone. _
:Em__,,___,__mﬂ wmnwmoﬁ“ m_ﬂwm_m words—thaose words that suggested to me ?,_. :Am%wmﬂ
time that the notion of manhood is a cultural delusicn, a cmm.m_mmm rn:mw.m ,” wm
front, a liouse of cards. It's not true. The category M.Emm :.wu:m s0 QM%WNM«H
to belong to, to be a member of in good mﬂmbm‘:.,_mllz L,Omm_._ ﬂmxwm_ﬂ_. OM_,.ﬂ ow
you see it, now you don’'t. Now you're terrified you're not reatly p " oL
now you're free, you don’t have to worry anymore. However removed Mrm
{ecl inside from “authentic manhood,” it doesn’t matter. What :._m:ma_m is he
center inside yourself—and how you live, m:ﬁ how you :._mmﬁ ﬁwﬂﬁ%‘_wo:-
what you can contribute as you pass through life on this earth, and ho
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estly you love, and how carefully you make choices. Those are the things that
really matter. Not whether you're a real man. There’s no such thing.

The jdea of the male sex is like the idea of an Aryan race. The Nazis
believed in the idea of an Aryan race—they believed Lhat the Aryan race
really exists, physically, in nature—and they put a great deal of effort into
making it real. The Nazis believed that from the blond hair and blue eyes
occurring naturally in the human species, they could construe the existence
af a separate race—a distincl category of human beings that was unambigu-
ously rooted in the natural order of things. But traits do not a race make;
traits only make traits. For tlwe idea to be real that these physical traits com-
prised a race, the race had to be sociaily constructed. The Nazis inferiorized
and exterminated those they defined as “non-Aryan.” With that, the notion
of an Aryan race began 1o seem to come true. Thal's how there could be a
political entity known as an Aryan race, and that's how there could be for
some people a personal, subjective sense that they belonged ta it, This hap-
pened through hate and force, through violence and victimization, through
treating millions of people as things, then exterminating them. The belief
syslem shared by people who believed they were all Aryan could not exist
apart from that force and violence. The force and violence crealed a racial
class system, and it created those people’s membership in the race consid-
ered “superior.” The force and violence served their class interests in large
part because it created and maintained the class itself. But the idea of an
Atyan race could never become metaphysically true, despite all the violence
unleashed to create it, because there simply is no Aryan race. There is anly
the idea of it~—and the consequences of trying to make it seem real. The male
sex is very like that.

Penises and ejaculate and prostate glands eccur in nature, but the notion
that these anatomical traits comprise a sex—a discrete class, separale and
distinct, metaphysically divisible fram some other sex, #ie “other sex”—is
simply that: a notion, an idea. The penises exist; the male sex does not. The
male sex is socially constructed. It is a political entity that flourishes only
through acts of force and sexual terrorism. Apart from the global inferioriza-
tion and subordination of those who are defined as “nonmale,” the idea of
personal membership in the male sex class would have no recognizable
meaning. It would make no sense. No one could be a member of it and no
one would think they should be a member of it. There would be no male sex
lo belong to. That doesn’t mean there wouldn't still be penises and ejaculate
and prostate glands and such. [t simply means that the center of our selfhood
would not be required to reside inside an utterly fictitious category—a cate-
gory that only seems real to the extent that those outside it are put down.

We live in a world divided absolutely into two sexes, even though noth-
ing about human nature warrants that division. We are sorled into one cate-
gory or another at birth based solely on a visual inspection of our groins, and
the only question that's asked is whether there’s enough elongated tissuc
around your urethra so you can pee standing up. The presence or absence of
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along-enougl penis is the primary criterion for separating e,izﬂm to grow up
male from who’s to grow up female. And among all the jronies in that utterly
whimsical and arbitrary selection process is the fact that anyorte can pee bath
sitting down and standing up.

Male sexual idenlity is the conviction or belief, held by most people born
with penises, that they are male and not female, that they belong to :,_m:Em_m
sex. In a society predicated on the notion that there are two “opposite and
“complementary” sexes, this idea not only makes sense, it becomes sense; the
very idea of a male sexual identity produces sensation, produces the mean-
ing of sensalion, becomes the meaning of how one’s body feels. The sense
and Lhe sensing of a male sexual identity is at once mental and physical, at
once public and personal. Most people born with a penis between their legs
grow up aspiring to feel and acl unambiguously male, longing to belong to
the sex that is male and daring not to belong to the sex that is not, and feel-
ing this urgency for a visceral and constant verification of their male mmx:m_
identity—for a fleshy connection to manhood-—as the driving force of their
life. The drive does nol originate in the anatomy. The sensations derive from
the idea. The idea gives the feelings social meaning; the idea delermines
which sensations shall be sought.

Peaple born with ﬁn_immm. must strive 1o make the idea of male sexual
identity personaily real by doing certain deeds, actions that arc valued m:_&
chosen because they produce the desired feeling of belonging lo a sex that is
male and not female. Male sexual identity is experienced only in sensation
and action, in feeling and doing, in eroticism and ethics. The feeling of
belonging to a male sex encompasses both sensations that are explicitly “sex-
ual” and those that are not ordinarily regarded as such. And there is a tacit
social value system according Lo which certain acts are chosen because they
make an individual’s sexedness feel real and certain other acts are eschewed
because they numb it. That value system is the ethics of male sexual iden-
lily—and it may well be Lhe social origin of all injustice.

© Bach _Jnao: experiences the idea of sexual identity as more or less real,
more or less certain, more or less true, depending on two very personal phe-
nomena: one's feelings and one’s acts, For many people, for instance, Lhe act
of fucking makes their sexual identity feel more real than it does at other
times, and they can predict from experience that this feeling of greater cer-
tainty will last for at least a while after each time they fuck. Fucking is not
the o\:_,... such act, and nol only so-called sex acts can result in feelings of cer-
lainty about sexual identity; but the act of fucking happens to be a very good
mxm:wﬁ"m of the correlation belween doing a specific act in a specific way and
sensing the specificity of the sexual identity to which one aspires. A person
can Jdecide to do certain acts and not others just because some acts will have
the payoff of a feeling of greater certainty about sexual identity and others
will give the feedback of a feeling of less. The transient reality of one's sex-
ual identity, a person can know, is always a function of what one does and
how one’s acts make one fecl. The feeling and the act must conjoin for the
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idea of the sexual identity 10 come true. We all keep longing for surety of our
sexedness that we can feel; we all keep striving through our actions to make
the idea real.

In human nature, eroticism is not differentiated betwveen “malte’
“female”

i

and
in any clear-cut way. There is toc much of a continuum, too great a
resemblance. From all that we know, the penis and the clitoris are identically
“wired"” to recelve and retransmit sensations from throughout the body, and
the congestion of blood within the lower torso during sexual excitation
makes all bodies sensate in a remarkably similar manner. Simply put, we all
share all the nerve and blood-vessel layouts that are associated with sexual
arousal, Who can say, for instance, that the penis would not experience sen-
saiions the way that a clitoris does if this were not a world in which the penis
is supposed to be hell-bent on penetration? By the time most men make it
through puberty, they believe that erctic sensation is supposed to begin in
their penis; that if engorgement has not begun there, then nothing else in
their body will heat up either. There is a massive interior dissociation from
sensations that do not explicitly remind a man that his penis is still there.
And not only there as sensate, but functional and operational.

S0 much of most men’s sexuality is tied up with gender-actualizing—
with feeling like a real man—that they can scarcely recall an erotic sensation
that had no gender-specific cultural meaning. As most men age, they learn
to cancel vut and deny erctic sensations that are not specifically linked to
what they think a real man is supposed to feel. An erotic sensation uninten-
tionally experienced in a receptive, communing mode—instead of in an
aggressive and controlling and violative mede, for instance—can shut down
sensory systems in an instant. An erotic sensation unintentionally linked to
the “wrong” sex of another persen can similarly mean sudden numbness.
Acculturaled male sexuality has a built-in fail-safe: Either its political context
reilies manhood or the experience cannot be felt as sensual. Either the act
creates his sexedness or it does not compute as a sex act. So he tenses up.
pumps up, steels himself against the dread that he be found not male
envugh, And his dread is not stupid; for he sees what happens to people
when they are treated as nonmales.

My point js that sexuality does not have a gender; it creates a gender. It
creates for those who adapt to il in narrow and specified ways the confir-
mation for the individual of belonging to the idea of one sex or the other. So-
called male sexuality is a learned connection between specific physical
sensations and the idea of a male sexual identity. 1o achieve this male sexual
identily requires that an individual identify witlt the class of males-—that is,
accept as one’s own the values and interests of the class. A tully realized
male sexual identity also requires nonidentification with that which is per-
ceived to be nonmale, or female. A male must not identify with females; he
must not associate with females in feeling, interest, or action. tis identity as
a member of the sex class men absolulely depends on the extent to which he
repudiates the values and interests of the sex class “women.”
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I think somewhere inside us ali, we have always known something
about the relativity of gender. Somewhere inside us all, we know that .c:_.
bodies harbor deep resemblances, that we are wired inside to respond in a
profound harmony to the resonance of ercticism inside the body of somecne
near us, Physiologically, we are far more alike than different. 'The tissue
structures that have become labial and clitoral or scrotal and penile have not
forgotten their common ancestry, Their sensations are of the same source.
The nerve networks and interlock of capillaries throughout our pelvises
electrify and engorge as if plugged in together and pumping as cne. That's
what we feel when we feel one another’s feelings. That's what can happen
during sex that is mutual, equal, reciprocal, profoundly communing.

50 why is it that some of us with penises think it’'s sexy to pressure some-
one into having sex against their will? Some of us actually get harder the
harder the persen resists. Some of us with penises actually believe that some
of us without penises want to be raped. And why is it that some of us with
penises think it's sexy to treat other people as objects, as things to be bought
and sold, impersonal bodies to be possessed and consumed for our sexual
pleasure? Why is it that some of us with penises are aroused by sex linged
with rape, and sex commoditized by pornography? Why de so many of us
with penises want such antisexual sex?

There’s a reason, of course. We have to make a lie seem real. It's a very
big lie. We each have to do our part. Otherwise the lie will look like the lie
that it is. Imagine the enormity of what we each must do to keep the lie alive
in each of us. Imagine the awesome challenge we face to make the lie a social
fact. It's a lifetime mission for each of us born with a penis: to have sex in
such a way that the male sex will seem real—and so that we’ll feel like a real
part of it.

We all grow up knowing exactly what kind of sex that is. It's the kind of
sex you can have when you pressure or buily someone else into it. So it’s a
kind of sex that makes your will more important than theirs. That kind of sex
helps the lie a ot. That kind of sex makes you feel like someone important
and it turns the other person into someone unimportant. That kind of sex
makes you feel real, not like a fake. It's a kind of sex men have in order to
feel like a real man.

There’s also the kind of sex you can have when you force someone and
hurt someone and cause someone suffering and humiliation. Violence and
hostility in sex help the lie a lot too. Real men are aggressive in sex. Real men
get cruel in sex. Real men use their penises like weapons in sex. Real men
leave bruises. Real men think it's a turn-on to threaten harm. A brutish push
can make an erection feel really hard. That kind of sex helps the lie a lot. That
kind of sex makes you feel like someone who is powerful and it turns the
other person into someone powerless. That kind of sex makes you feel dan-
gerous and in control—like you're fighting a war with an enemy and if
you're mean encugh you'll win but if you let up you'll loose your manhood.
It's a kind of sex men have in order fo have a manhood.
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There’s also the kind of sex you can have when you Pay your money
to a profit system that grows rich displaying and exploiling the bodies
and body parts of people withoul penises for the sexual entertainment of
people with. Pay your money and watch. Pay your money and imagine.
Pay your money and get real turned on. Pay your money and jerk off, That
kind of sex helps the lie a lot. It helps support an industry cotnmitted to
making people with penises believe that people without are sluts who just
wanl lo be ravished and reviled—an industry dedicaled to maintaining a
sex-class system in which men believe themselves sex machines and men
believe women are mindless fuck tubes, That kind of sex helps the lie a lot.
It's like buying Krugerrands as a vote of confidence for white supremacy in

“South Africa.

And there’s one more thing: That kind of sex makes the lie indelible—
burns it onto your retinas right adjacent to your brain—makes you remeim-
ber it and makes your body respond to it and so it makes you believe that
the Jie is in fact true: You really are a real man. That slavish and submissive
creature there spreading her legs is really not. You and that creature have
nothing in common, That creature is an alien inanimate thing, but your penis

15 compietely real and alive. Now you can come. Thank god almighty—you

have a sex al {ast.

Now, I believe there are many who are sick at heart over what I have
been describing. There are many who were born with penises who want to
stop collaborating in the sex-class system that needs us to need these kinds
of sex. I believe some of you want to stop living out ihe big lie, and you want
to know how, Some of you long Lo touch truthfully, Some of you want sex-
ual relationships in your life that are about intimacy and joy, ecstasy and
equality-—not antagonism and alienation. So what ! have to say next | have
to say lo you

When you use sex to have a sex, the sex you have is likely to make you
feel crumimy about yourself. But when you have sex in which you are not
slrugpling with your partner in order to act out “real manhood,” the sex you
have is more likely to bring you close.

This means several specific things:

L. Consent is absolutely essentinl. If both you and your partner have not
freely given your informed consent to the sex you are aboul to have,
you can be quite certain that the sex you go ahead and have will make
you strangers to each other. How do you know if there’s consent? You
ask. You ask again if you're sensing any doubt. Consent to do one
thing isn’t consent to do another. So you keep communicating, in
clear words. And you don’t take anything for granted.

2. Muituality is absolutely essential, Sex is not something you do to some-
one. Sex is not a one-way transitive verb, with a subject, you, and an
object, the body you're with. Sex that is mutual is not about doing and
being done to; it's about being-with and feeling-with. You have to
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really be there to experience what is happening between and within
the two of you—between every part of you and within both your
whole bodies. It's a matter of paying attention—as if you are paying
attention to someaone who matters.

3. Respect is absolutely essential. In the sex that you have, treat your part-
ner like a real person who, like you, has real feelings—feelings that
matter as much as your own. You may or may not love—but you
must always respect. You must respect the integrity of your partner’s
body. It is not yours for the taking. It belongs to someone real. And
you do not get ownership of your partner’s body just because you arc
having sex—or just because you have had sex.

For those who are closer to the beginning of your sex lives than to the
middle or the end, many things are still changing for you about how you
have sex, with whom, why or why not, what you like or dislike, what kind
of sex you want to have more of. In the next few years, you are going to dis-
cover and decide a lot. I say “discover” because no one can tell you what
you're going to find out about yourself in relation to sex—and 1 say “decide”
because virtually without knowing it you are going to be laying down habits
and patterns that will probably stay with you for the rest of your life. You're
at a point in your sexual history that you will never be at again. You don't
know what you don’t know yet. And yet you are making choices whose con-
sequences for your particular sexuality will be sealed years from now.

I speak to you as someone who is closer to the middle of my sexual his-
tory. As | look back, I see that { made many choices that I didn't know [ was
making. And as I look at men who are near my age, I see that what has hap-
pened to many of them is that their sex lives are stuck in deep ruts that
began as tiny fissures when they were young. So I want to conclude by

identifying what I believe are three of the most important decisions about
your sexuality that you can make when you are at the beginning of your
sexual history. However difficult these choices may seem to you now, 1
promise you they will only get more difficult as you grow older. | realize
that what I'm about to give is some quite unsolicited nuts-and-boits advice.
But perhaps it will spare you, later on in your lives, some of the obsessions
and emptiness that have claimed the sexua! histories of many men just a
generation before you. Perhaps it will not help, 1 don’t know; but { hope
very much that it will.

First, you can start clicosing now not to let your sexuality be manipulated by
the pornography industry. I've heard many unhappy men talk about how they
are so hooked on pornography and obsessed with it that they are virtually
incapable of a human erotic contact. And I have heard even more men talk
abeut how, when they do have sex with someone, the pornography gets int
the way, like a mental obstacle, like a barrier preventing a full experience of
what's really happening between them and their partner. The sexuality that

the pornography industry needs you to have is not about communicating
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m:g caring; it’s about “pornographizing” people—abjectifying and conquer-
ing them, not being with them as a person. You do not have lo buy :,_wo it

Second, yout can start choosing now niot o fet drugs and alcohol e :oz_
:._B:%.r yotr sex life. Too many men, as they age, become itica pable of havin
sex with a clear head. But you need your head clear—to make clear n:oﬁm%
to send clear messages, to read clearly whal's coming in on a clear _.r.r;_::nm
between you and your partner. Sex is no time for your awareness to si ﬁ: off
>_.,_a .m:mﬂ:mn thing: Beware of relying on drugs or alcohol to give u\o:m: qm_,.,
mission” to have sex, or to trick your body inte feeling somethin .Tmuzhm
not, or so you won't have to take responsibility for what you're *mm_mw: or for
the sex :#ﬁ you're about to have. If you can’t take sober Hmmﬁc:m:im: for
your ﬁmﬂ. in a sexual encounter, you probably shouldn’t be havin Ziwum:ﬁ_
you .n,mﬂm_:_% shouldn’t be zonked out of your mind i order to _:ﬁ..mm it

Third, you can start choosing noiv not to fixake on fucking—especially if : ou'd
really rather have sex in other, noncoital ways. Sometimes men rm<.n Qw:m_vm\mx“
ﬁm:w:,m:os and thrusting then gjaculating inside someone-— not because they
ﬁm:_wc_mlw feel like it but because they feel they shoutd feel like it: It's ex mnHMWm
that if you're the man, you fuck. And if you don't fuck, you're :H.: a Emﬂ_ LEJ_
corollary of this cultural imperative is that if two people don't have ::9.8.5. ;
they have not had real sex. That's baloney, of course, but the message no:,_mwh
down hard, especially inside men’s heads: Fucking is Hie sex act :d.w,m,.nm: EEnM
you m.,nﬁ out what sex is supposed to be—and what sex uxc:‘am\mcﬁﬁcmﬁi te be

__Lurm others born with a penis, [ was born inte a sex-class system :,mm
requires my collaboration every day, even in how | have sex ,Zw_rca told
EmnE:m: [ was younger, that [ could have noncoital sex m:g, that it w“.o:_m
be fine. Actually, much better than fine. Nobody told ine about an incredible
range of other erotic possibilities for mutual lovemaking-—including rub-
bing body to body, then caming body ta body, including multiple :om:m_mn-
ulatory orgasms; including the feeling you m.mﬁ when even the ::\Emﬁ Lmnm
where you and your partner touch becomes like a window through Sw_:n_
great tidal storms of passion ebb and flow, back and forth Zovc&m told H
about :,_m.mmx you can have when you stop working at rmirm a sex v\Z UO_M::
told me, finally. And [ began to trust whal my body was tellin _,:m r . t ;
the lie I was supposed to make real. ° worefhan

| [ invite you too to resist the lie. | invite vou loo Lo become an erotic trai-
tor to male supremacy.

NOTES

1. My source for the foregoing information about so-called sex deterini i
! ! ? e i L) i > innanis =
”M““M_._ ,mﬁwn_ﬂmm is a series of _:_.W_‘Em:..m 1 conducted with the wmxcrvmi%wwﬁ:ﬁhﬂm
M y in Baltimore, ?Mm@_m,:a\ _:‘_cwc for an arlicle I wrole called "The Multisex
1eoren, ﬁww:n: was published in a shortened version as "Future Genders” |
Omni magazine, May 1980, pp. 67-73(f. o
2. Dworkin, Andrea. Woman Hating (New York: Dutton, 1974), p. 174
3. Dworkin, Woman Hating, p. 183 \ ,



