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»  Coser, vp. cu. p. z10.

i See pp. 205-15.
* ES, p. 105.

i Coser, op. cit. p. 218.

I DTS, p. 173.

) Ibid. p. 172.
See pp. 1934,
MR, p. 107.
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1. The field of sociology

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIOLOGCY

A science which has only just come into existence necessarily has
at the outset only an uncertain and ill-defined sense of the area
of reality that it is about to approach, of its extent and its limits.
It can gain a clearer picture only to the degree that it acquires a
procedure to guide its research; and the heightened awareness of
its subject matter that it obtains in this way is of the greatest
importance. For the task of the scientist is the more secure the
more orderly it becomes; and the more methodical it is, the more
accurate is the account that he can render of the territory he is
penetrating.

Sociology has reached the stage at which it is opportune to
make every effort to bring about such an advance. If some re-
actionary critics, inadvertently influenced by the prejudice which
always hinders the formation of a new science, reproach sociology
for not knowing the precise subject-matter with which it intends
to deal, they can be told that such ignorance is inevitable in the
early phases of research, and that our science came into being
only very recently. It must not be forgotten, especially in view
of the popularity of sociology today, that fifteen years ago it
would scarcely have been possible to enumerate as many as ten
individuals who could, properly speaking, be called ‘sociologists’.
We must add to this that it is asking too much of a science to
define its subject-matter with excessive precision, for the part of
reality that it intends to study is never precisely separated from
others. In fact, in nature everything is so closely interconnected
that there can be neither a complete division, nor too precise
boundaries, between the various sciences. Nevertheless, it is im-
portant that we should obtain as clear an idea as possible of what
constitutes the domain of sociology, where this ‘domain is to be
found, and what indices allow us to recognise the complex of
phenomena with which we must deal. However, we must refrain
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88 Methods of explanation and analysis

place to another, while we find identical social types (abstracting
from their individual peculiarities) at the most diverse points on
the globe?

Nor is it proven that this limited influence is of the same
intensity at different moments of history. It appears that it is tend-
ing to become increasingly weaker. Religious beliefs in the less
developed societies show the imprint of the soil upon which they
are formed; today, the truths of science are independent of any
local context. Thanks to improved communications, fashions, tastes
and the customs of different regions become more and more homo-
geneous. In order to meet this objection, and to show how societies,
even the most developed, depend directly upon their territorial
base, Ratzel observes that a major European nation is more seri-
ously affected if it loses a part of its territory, even if empty of
inhabitants, than if a corresponding part of its population is taken
over. In effect, as nations increasingly involve the land in their life
and transform it for their own use, it becomes, to the same degree,
increasingly difficult to separate them from it. The only thing is,
that if in this case there is indeed still a relation of dependence,
it is almost the converse of that which is found originally. If now
society is linked to the land, this is not because it has come under
its influence, but, on the contrary because it has incorporated it
within itself. Far from it being the case that society models itself
chm the land, it is the land which bears the imprint of society.
Thus it is not the land which explains man, it is man which explains
the land; and if it remains important for sociology to be aware of
the geographical factor, this is not because it sheds new light on
sociology, but because the former can only be understood in terms
of the latter.

AS, 1899, pp. 556-8
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