ENG 470/G : Materials and Methods for Teaching English as a Second Language

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Ronald D. Eckard

CH 111,      Phone: 745-6320

Office Hours: 9-noon, 1-3 MW,   4-5 Tue.

E-mail: ronald.eckard@wku.edu

OBJECTIVES: To investigate various materials for and methods of teaching ESL and foreign 

                            Languages, to identify sources of ESL/FL materials, to practice various 
                            teaching techniques and methodologies, and to compile a compendium of 
                            ESL/FL  teaching techniques.

SCHEDULE (Tentative):

Jan. 15    Introduction to the course: The Professional Community of ESL/FL Teachers

Jan. 22    Contemporary TESL/FL methods               Read Chapter 1

Jan. 29    More TESL/FL methods                             Read Chapters 7 & 8

Feb.   5   Theories of TESL/FL methods                    Read Chapter 3 and Cummins, p. 429ff

Feb. 12    Methods with music and poetry                 Read Chapter 9 and Chomsky, p. 381ff

Feb. 19    Literacy: Reading                                       Read Chapters 4 & 10

Feb. 26    Literacy: Writing                                        Read Chapters 11 & 12

Mar.  5    Mid-Term Examination

Mar. 12   Interaction and Grammar                           Read Chapter 3  

Mar. 26   Interaction and Grammar                           Assigned journal articles on grammar 

Apr.   2    Interaction and Grammar                           Read the essay by Rod Ellis, p. 390 ff

Apr.   9    NO CLASS (TESOL convention)

Apr. 16    Language Acquisition 

                Language Assessment                                Read Chapters 2 and 6

Apr. 23  Affective variables in language                    Read Chapters 5 & 13

               learning/teaching; social dimensions

Apr. 30   Tools,  technology, management, and         Read Chapters 14 & 15

                developing professionalism

May   7    Final Examination                                       Compendiums Due

GRADING: Presentation of teaching techniques   20%

                    3 Textbook evaluations                     30%

                    2 Examinations                                  40%

                    Compendium                                     10%

TEXTBOOK EVALUATIONS: Students must evaluate at least two textbooks that are currently

used to teach ESL or other modern languages.  The guide sheet suggests components to be included in the written evaluations.  

WEBSITE EVALUATION: Choose an Internet website that contains helpful information about

teaching ESL/EFL.  Use the guide sheet to discuss the important features of the website.  

COMPENDIUM: Students are required to present a total of eight teaching techniques in class as a micro-teaching assignment, then to make copies of the one-page description of each technique for the other students in the class to be added to their compendium.  Each student must have a minimum of 100 teaching techniques in the compendium to be submitted by the due date.  The supplementary bibliography lists various sources for techniques.  

TEXTBOOK: Patricia A. Richard-Amato.  1996.  MAKING IT HAPPEN: INTERACTION IN THE SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM, 2ND ED.  

