Peculiarities of modern French grammar & spelling  
Most have to do with earlier stages in the evolution of French in general and to historical changes in its sound system in particular.

	Ils pensent >  (L.) pénsant
	/il pãs/
	stressed syllable moves to last syllable

	regarder
	/rəgarde/
	stressed syllable becomes last syllable

	quatre jours
	quat’ jours
	stressed syllable becomes last syllable

	monsieur
	monsieur /məsjø/ 
	stressed syllable de-accentuates first syllable
reduction of vowel value to schwa

	aller: je vais
	aller : nous allons
	CL. ire & vadere ; V.L. *andare

	acheter: il achète
	acheter : nous achetons
	closed vs open syllable

	vouloir : elle veut
	vouloir : elles veulent
	closed vs open syllable

	adolescent
	ado
	reduction of syllables from rear of word

	restaurant universitaire
	resto u
	reduction of syllables from rear of word

	périférique
	périf
	reduction of syllables from rear of word


