How to Access WKU Libraries’ Electronic Resources

•Ask Us! If you need help with researching library materials, a Reference Librarian will be happy to help you. Use this website to Ask Us!: www.wku.edu/Library/forms/ask_us!.htm  

•Ask Us! should be used for brief queries (examples: a specific date, fact, or statistic, book title, address, etc.).

• Whether you are on or off campus and need more in-depth information on your
research, Reference librarians are on hand to help you. To reach the Educational Resources Center (ERC), Tate Page Hall 366, call (1-270) 745-4552, and ask for Roxanne Spencer or Ellen Micheletti. For the Main Library Reference Desk, call (1-270) 745-6125 for help with your research. For information on Ask Us! and other WKU Libraries’ Reference Services, see www.wku.edu/library/dlps/ask_us!.htm.

•Extended campus students may contact Extended Campus Library Services for help with research and obtaining materials from WKU Libraries:

Extended Campus Library Services

Contact:  Elisabeth Knight or Rob Harbison
E-mail:  extcamp.library@wku.edu
Toll-Free Phone:  1-800-922-9585
Fax:  (270) 745-6413
Quick Guide to Online Databases Available Through WKU Libraries

WKU Libraries subscribes to many online databases that contain citations, abstracts, and full-text articles from scholarly research journals, newspapers, and other useful materials. Use these databases to research your class papers, projects, etc. You can access most of these databases from on or off campus. There are two ways to access WKU Libraries’ online database resources:

•Go to the Libraries’ Home Page at http://www.wku.edu/Library. 

•Run the mouse over the Library E-Resources link on the left side of the library homepage. You will see a pop-up menu, where you can select Databases or E-journals (via TDNet):

E-journals (via TDNet)

TDNet is an exciting new service for WKU students which makes ANY electronically fulltext journal articles available whether the articles are from a WKU electronic journal subscription or articles found in any of the databases accessible to WKU students. TDNet can be searched by itself using the TDNet link, or accessed from any of the electronic databases by off campus students if they have gotten into the database using the proxy server.
•For TDNet, to search all electronic databases subscribed to by WKU Libraries, select from the Library E-Resources link on the left side of the library homepage. This will take you to the TDNet Electronic Journal Finder page, where you can search by Journal Title (select journal title from red A-Z links). You can also select Search TDNet from the purple menu bar to search by Article Title. TDNet lets you limit searches by optional subject categories at the bottom of the search page.  

OR

Databases: Select individual databases from an alphabetical list.

•Click on Databases from the Library E-Resources link on the left side of the library homepage. 

•When you get to the next page, you must select one of the buttons, (Campus Access or Off-Campus Login), to continue to the actual database list. 

•If you are using a computer on any WKU campus, select the Campus Login button; if you are off campus, select the Off-Campus Login button (if you are Off-Campus, you must then login with your WKU email user ID and password).

•The next webpage displayed is the alphabetical list of databases that WKU Libraries subscribes to, and which you may access for your research. At the top of the page is a table with Quick Links, a list of the most commonly used databases.

•Below is a list of the most popular online databases used for research. You can access most of the databases from on or off campus without any additional passwords. Some databases require an additional password or login. If the database requires an additional password or login, please call the Library Reference Desk at (1-270) 745-6125 or e-mail us at web.reference@wku.edu. Please provide your new WKU ID number when contacting us. Passwords are available only to WKU faculty, staff, and students.
•Extended Campus students can get passwords in their local classes. They can get hardcopy handouts at each off-campus site, including Owensboro, Elizabethtown, and the library in Glasgow.
Most Popular E-Resources (online databases) Available On or Off-campus
•EbscoHost   search.epnet.com/
Lots of full-text journal and newspaper articles available in this massive database. Use it to look up articles and print them off on your printer at home!

How to use EBSCOHost:  www.wku.edu/Library/dlps/handouts/ebscohost.htm
•FirstSearch    newfirstsearch.oclc.org/
Excellent database of indexes containing primarily citations and abstracts, with a few full-text articles. You will have to contact Extended Campus Library Services to get copies of full-text articles or books for most of the material you find in FirstSearch indexes. 

How to Use FirstSearch:  www.wku.edu/Library/dlps/handouts/firstsearch.htm
•ProQuest Databases   proquest.umi.com/pqdweb
Database with excellent citations, abstracts, and full-text available for business and newspaper information.

How to use ProQuest:  www.wku.edu/Library/dlps/handouts/proquest.html
•TIP: WKU Libraries’ Topper InfoPortal    http://www.wku.edu/Library/tip/index.html
Research resources organized for you, including online catalogs, databases, subject-areas research guides, other library resources, selected websites, help on citing resources in term papers (see below), local information, and more.

•Style Manuals Online: APA, MLA and Turabian Style Manuals

www.wku.edu/Library/dlps/guides/stylwrit.htm#apa   or
www.wku.edu/Library/dlats/dlats_onlineres.htm#dictsty 

Online, easy-to-follow examples of these popular citation styles, which you will need for writing and citing resources for class papers. 

•TOPCAT   topcat2000.wku.edu/
This is WKU’s library catalog. It lists all materials owned by WKU Libraries, including the Glasgow campus library, the Kentucky Library & Museum, and the Educational Resources Center (ERC). You can search the catalog in several ways, including title, author, keyword, or subject area. Use it to look up books you might want to be sent to you.

Got Questions? Ask Us! www.wku.edu/Library/forms/ask_us!.htm

Main Library Reference: (1-270) 745-6125, Educational Resources Center (ERC) (1-270) 745-4552

