Plato’s Theory of the Ideal State 



(J. Garrett, February 10, 2012, 2 p.m.)
	Classes
	Activities
	Ideal education

	Ruler guardians – they have complete virtue and aim to promote the good of the whole polis.
 (Their virtues include wisdom, courage, moderation, justice; wisdom consists partly in knowing what wisdom, courage, moderation, and justice really are)
	Understand and preserve the ideal institutions of the city; 
Supervise educational system aimed to preserve the ideal institutions and give proper value orientation to the warriors and producers

Select young people who can become guardians and ruler guardians, at 7 and 17 years, respectively.
	They have the same early training as the warriors, but then go on into higher education 

After military training and experience, math  (age 21-30); philosophy aka “dialectic” (31-35)

mathematical: geometry—plane and solid, astronomy, harmonics

	Auxiliary guardians (warriors)

They have an approximation of virtue (e.g., courage as firm right belief about what should be feared and not feared, justice as firm right belief that they should do their jobs and not those of others)
	Defense of the city against potential conquerors

Look to ruler guardians for guidelines regarding right and wrong
	All guardians receive training in gymnastics—aimed at developing physical abilities-- and “music”—aimed at cultivating good morals and appreciation of beauty/harmony
Ages 17-20: military training

	Producers 
They have an approximation of virtue (e.g., justice as [see definition in box directly above]; moderation as firm right belief that ruler guardians should rule and other classes should follow.)


	Creation of objects that are useful for the lives of the citizens

Division into vocational groups distinguished by the kind of product: includes farmers, shipbuilders, housebuilders, masons, metalworkers, trainers, doctors, sculptors, flautists, even merchants; rank-ordered by scope and authority level (e.g., architects over carpenters and masons)
	They have primarily a vocational training in a specific craft (techne)


Flawed States / Souls
	Type of state / soul
	Ruling group / ruling faculty
	General comment about the state form (Similar statements apply to relations between parts of corresponding soul type.)

	Timocratic 
	warriors / spirited faculty
	Rulers turn the producers into serfs; the state aims at conquest of neighbors

	Oligarchic  
	wealthy families / acquisitive appetite
	The rulers aim at increasing wealth, growing gap between rich and poor; emergence of beggar class

	Democratic
	the masses / unstable coalition of nonrational faculties 
	Increasing class struggle; politics becomes demagogic; poor tend to follow bold leader who promises much

	Tyrannical 
	tyrant/ emboldened “unnecessary” appetites
	The ruler exploits the rest of the state.


