Jesus as Peasant Jewish Cynic – Crossan, chapter 5
(Page references occur in pairs; the first number 

refers to Crossan 2009, the second to Crossan 1994)

I. Peasant

1. Jesus represents an impoverished, rural response to oppression

2. --- a challenge to the groupism (extended kinship and patron-client network characterized by rank-ordering and exclusion of nonmembers) affecting even poor peasant communities
3. --- resistance to oppression on the borderline between overt and covert (115-16;102-3 and 118; 105)

4. --- his healing activity is an example of  “wonder-working” as contrasted with John the Baptist’s vision of military overthrow of the oppressor with the help of divine intervention

II. Jewish—an Internal Challenge to Israel (116-17; 103-4)
1. --- often questions aspects of Jewish religious law, which aims to establish boundaries and restrictions, especially those related to bodily orifices (eating, expelling fluids, leprosy)
2. --- His original missionaries (apostles) are “the Twelve”—compare the number of the  tribes of Israel that came out of Egypt (from the 12 sons of Jacob/Israel). (122; 108)
3. --- His community forms a New Israel. This indirectly challenges Rome, since the Priests at the Temple represent the Old Israel, subordinate to Rome. (122; 108) (His followers are healed healers; their continuing healing was empowerment to heal others.)

4. --- He taps into the prophetic tradition of Israel—which condemns oppression, enslavement by Israelites (especially of other Israelites), usury leading to debt slavery, unjust treatment of the poor and widows; endorses the compassionate aspect of God, His lovingkindness, concern for the disadvantaged.

III. Cynics (126-137; 112-122)
1. Cynics—a non-Jewish movement found throughout Greco-Roman society, mainly urban (129ff.) 
2. – emphasized self-sufficiency, almost no possessions

3. – sought happiness  through freedom from desires, fear, anger, grief, religious control, authority of the state or public opinion, responsibilities for family

4. – questions the system by a sort of street theatre

5. – a paradoxical attack on civilization (cf. world-negation discussed earlier)

	Jesus and Cynics—Similarities
	Jesus and Cynics—Differences

	An attempt to appeal to ordinary people

Lifestyle preaching, using examples and speech

Dress and equipment symbolize message

Have no permanent abode
	Jesus is rural, Greco-Roman Cynics are urban

Jesus is organizing a communal movement (his followers are dependent on others for material needs), Cynics are individualistic
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