 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Writing Guidelines for Analytical Book Review 
In general, your review should be no longer than 1200 words (about 5 pages, doubled-spaced, 12pt. font).  

For each of the sections below, comment on some or all of the following: 

Heading


Include publication details: author, publisher, date of publication, number of pages

Introduction 


The author's purpose and intended audience for the book 


How the topic relates to other books in the field 







The author's background or reputation 


The sources the author used 

Summary (May be a separate section or combined with the Evaluation) 


The primary ideas and secondary ideas, using the book's order of presentation 


Key evidence used to support the author's arguments 

Evaluation 


The validity of the book's structure and discussion 


The author's assumptions 


Whether the book accomplishes what it intends to do 


The validity of the author's evidence 


The nature of the author's agreement or disagreement with other writers in the field 


Whether the book is clearly written 


Whether the book raises questions that deserve further exploration 


Whether you would recommend the book 

These guidelines are based on “Chapter 3:  Writing a Book Report," in Margot Northey's Making

Sense: A Guide to Student Writing and “Chapter 7: The Textual Analysis Paper” in The Sociology Writing Group’s A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers.

