SOCL 489/489G Study Abroad: Deviance--Amsterdam

July 15-August 7, 2015
Dr. Matt Pruitt

127 Grise Hall

Matt.Pruitt@wku.edu
Courses in social deviance examine how groups define certain behaviors, beliefs, and conditions as violations of group norms.  Those who violate group norms are considered deviants or outsiders and are subject to both stigmatization and negative sanctions.  Norms however vary overtime, cross-culturally, and among subcultures within a given society.  Thus the nature of deviance is dynamic rather than static.  Amsterdam, a cosmopolitan, world-class city has a long history of tolerance toward many behaviors and lifestyles that are considered deviant by many social groups.  With its Red Light District, coffee shops, Anne Frank House, heroin clinic, and needle exchange program, Amsterdam provides a unique, natural setting to study social deviance. 
Course objectives are: 1) to understand that norms and, hence deviance, change over time, vary cross culturally, and vary among subcultures within a given culture, 2) to become familiar with key sociological concepts and theories relevant to deviance, 3) to participate in field trips of academic and cultural relevance to our visit, and 4) to become familiar with some of the academic literature that focuses on issues associated with social deviance in the Netherlands.    

Prerequisites:
SOCL 100 and junior standing or permission of the instructor.

Readings: 


A packet of readings will be given to you today.  The sociology department generously picked up the cost of copying this material.   
Classroom Experience:


Material to be covered in lecture and/or course readings will include sociological theories and concepts associated with social deviance, prostitution (primarily Red Light District window prostitution), sexuality, needle exchange programs, coffee shops, crime and imprisonment rates in the Netherlands, euthanasia, and the use of alcohol and other drugs.  Portions of the classroom experience will involve a discussion of field trip excursions and noticeable normative differences that students experience in Amsterdam.  
Amsterdam 2015
Tentative Itinerary

Week One

Wednesday, July 15
· Depart Nashville

Thursday, July 16
· Arrive Amsterdam Schiphol Airport

· Train from Schiphol Airport to Amsterdam Centrall Station

· Procure transportation passes

· Tram/Subway to apartments

· Check-in at apartments

· Exploration of area surrounding apartments

· Review of expectations and emergency plan

· Tram tour of Amsterdam

· Group dinner at Saturnino

· Walking tour of Wallen

Friday, July 17
· Shopping (morning)

· Flea market

· Bike tour of Amsterdam (confirmed 15:30)

· Lecture on economic, social, and cultural history of Amsterdam and the Netherlands

Saturday, July 18
· Shopping (morning)

· Canal tour of Amsterdam

· Lecture on economic, social, and cultural history of Amsterdam and the Netherlands

Sunday, July 19
· Explore Amsterdam

· Vondelpark

Amsterdam 2015
Tentative Itinerary

Week Two

Monday, July 12
· Class in morning

· Projects in afternoon

Tuesday, July 21
· Rijksmuseum

· Prostitution Information Center (6:30 p.m. scheduled)

· Lecture

· Guided tour

Wednesday, July 22
· Class in morning

Thursday, July 23
· Anne Frank House 
· Dutch Resistance Museum (afternoon)
Friday, July 24
· Class in morning

· Free from noon until Monday Morning

Saturday – Sunday, July 25 – 26
· Free weekend for travel or to explore Amsterdam

Amsterdam 2015
Tentative Itinerary

Week Three

Monday, July 27
· Class in morning

· Hash, Hemp, and Marijuana Museum
· Hemp Works
Tuesday, July 28
· Travel to Bruges

· Explore Bruges

· Travel to Brussels

· Ibis Hotel off Grand Place

· Grasmarkt 100
Rue du Marché aux Herbes 100
1000 - BRUSSELSBELGIUM 

· (+32)2/6200427 Fax :(+32)2/5145067 

Wednesday, July 29
· Lecture at European Commission (10:00)

· Explore Brussels

· Travel to Amsterdam

Thursday, July 30
· Van Gough Museum

· Heroin Clinic and lecture (subject to change)

Friday, July 31
· Class in morning

· Free from noon until Monday Morning

Saturday – Sunday, August 1 – August 2
· Free weekend for travel or to explore Amsterdam

Amsterdam 2015
Tentative Itinerary

Week Four

Monday, August 3
· Class in morning

Tuesday, August 4
· Flower Auction (EARLY morning departure; tour at 7:15 a.m.)

· Our Lord in the Attic (afternoon)

Wednesday, August 5
· Class

Thursday, August 6
· Rembrandt House

· Group lunch

· Pack for return to US

Friday, August 7
· Out of rooms and in front of residence at 7:00 a.m.

· Travel from Amsterdam to Nashville

Note: on class days and on field trip days, students will be expected to also be working on assignments.  More specific information regarding how the field trips tie into the individual courses will be provided in the course information.

Course Grades:

Quizzes: In class quizzes (100 points possible) will cover lecture material from the previous class, assigned readings, and field trip experiences.  Quizzes will comprise 50% of your course grade.


Journals: Each student needs to bring a notebook for note-taking and writing about assigned topics during our travel abroad.  Students will be assigned written exercises during our stay in Amsterdam and will submit a final, cumulative and reflective journal entry during the last week of the program.  All journal entries must be printed and legible.  Journal content (100 points possible) will comprise 50% of your course grade.  

Our first written assignment will be completed today.  For this entry, students need to provide a brief summary of what they knew about Amsterdam and the Netherlands before considering taking this course and their expectations for the visit.  After this, students need to discuss the possible societal advantages/disadvantages to 1) legalizing prostitution, 2) legalizing the recreational use of marijuana, 3) reducing the legal drinking age (and, if so, to what age), 4) allowing legal recognition of same-sex unions or marriage, and 5) allowing doctors and patients to engage in euthanasia for terminally ill patients who are in severe physical and/or emotional distress.  For each of these entries please include at the end of the pertinent discussion your opinion of the issue.  

Other journal entry assignments will be made while in Amsterdam.  


Absences: Attendance at both classroom meetings and field trips is required.  Absences will be penalized and affect your final grade.  Missing a class (5 point penalty) or a field trip (10 point penalty) will result in the total points for the course being reduced that amount.   

Grade
Total Points

   A       180-200 

   B
 160-179

   C
 140-159

   D
 120-139

   F
 < 119


SOCL 489G: In addition to the above requirements, students who are enrolled in the graduate section of the course will be required to write a course paper of approximately 12-15 pages.  This paper must be presented to me prior to our departure. While we are in Amsterdam graduate students will be required to make a short presentation of their paper to the class. This assignment will allow you to expand your knowledge of a given course topic by reviewing an additional eight empirical articles (ones that involve an analysis of data—not articles that are simply essays or discussions) on a topic of your choice related to our studies in the Netherlands and approved by me.  This paper should be subdivided into the following sections: 1) SUMMARY: What do we know about this form of deviance? Note differences and similarities that are reported in findings across these studies. In this section of the paper you need to summarize and synthesize these articles topically as opposed to summarizing each article individually.  That is, rather than sequentially summarizing each article, you should structure your paper by topics that are identified across the studies.  For example, if three of eight articles on prostitution discuss norms followed by customers and sex workers in the Red Light District, then devote a paragraph to that topic, summarizing what we know about the normative structure of this environment and drawing upon all three articles.  Then, in the next paragraph, move on to another topic that is discussed in one or multiple articles, and so on (for an example, look at how Dr. Krull and I topically discuss studies of clients’ reasons for visiting prostitutes in Pruitt and Krull (2011)).  2) METHODS: What method(s) (surveys, field research/ethnography, etc.) are used in these studies to gather data from subjects and to analyze the given data? Report methodological similarities/differences across the studies.  In your opinion, is a given method more appropriate for studying this particular form of deviance? If so, why? 3) FUTURE: What remains to be learned about this aspect of social deviance? What would be the best way to further our understanding of this topic? 

Be aware that expectations for graduate work exceed those for undergraduate work.  Be thorough; a minimalist effort will be assessed accordingly.  In addition to being well-structured and coherent, your paper should be free of misspellings, grammatical errors, errors in subject-verb agreement, run-on sentences, and incomplete sentences.  Deductions will be made for such errors.  This paper will be worth 100 points and comprise 1/3 of your course grade.  Accordingly, grades for students who are earning graduate credit will be determined according to the following scale.
Grade
Total Points

   A       270-300 

   B
 240-269

   C
 210-239

   D
 180-209

   F
 < 179


Disability Accommodations: In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services in DUC A-200 of the Student Success Center in Downing University Center. Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services. 

