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Natural Selection and Tropical Nature: 
Essays on Descriptive and Theoretical 
Biology. By Alfred Russel Wallace. (Mac­
millan & Co., New York. $1.50.) This is a 
new, corrected and enlarged edition of two 

THE INDEPENDENT. 

volumes of essays printed in 1870, 1871 and 
1878. They are now reworked into the pres­
ent one-volume edition with some omissions 
and some additions. Mr. Wallace's scien­
tific position remains in them unchanged. 
The somewhat free and miscellaneous ar­
rangement of the contents relieves to some 
extent the strain on the reader, and adds 
much to the pleasure of reading. We note 
with interest his strong re-assertion of the 
fact that there are limits in Nature to the 
operation of natural selection, and that it 
cannot account for the development of 
man. He names particularly in support of 
this position the soft, naked skin of man 
free from hairy covering. the mind of man, 
the ideas of infinity, conscience, the vocal 
organs, etc. From all this he draws again 
the inference that "a superior intelligence 
has guided the development of man in a 
definite direction and for a special pur­
pose." 
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