


tion, its Necessity and its Aims". Towards the
close of 1885 he received an invitation from the
Lowell Institute of Boston to deliver a course of
lectures in the autumn and winter of 1886. After
a successful American tour, he returned to Eng-
land in 1887. "He still works quietly in his
country home near Dorset, " a veteran-the
Nestor-among biologists, a naturalist in the old
and truest sense, rich in a world-wide experience
of animal life, at once a specialist and a gene-
raliser, a humanist thinker and a social striver".

The American lectures formed the basis of
his work on "Darwinism " (1889) which, with
the earlier work on the theory of natural selec-
tion (1871), forms his most important contribu-
tionsto the evolutionist faith. " My whole work
tends to illustrate the overwhelming importance
of natural selection over all other agencies in
the production of new species ". He rejects as
unproved, that phase of sexual selection which
depends on female choice, and supports the view
that acquired characters are not transmitted
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